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Tuly 12. 1648. Poftmeridiem Sefl.l. 


T he Letter from the Synod of Divines in Eng- 
land to the Generall eAſſembly. 


Rizht Honourable, right Reverend, and dearly beloved 
Brethren in JESUS CHRIST, 


Z7.9 We have great cauſe to blefſe God for 
Kt the brotherly Union of theic two 
ij Nations inthe common Cauſe of Re- 
| ligion and Liberty, and forthat good 
IF, || hand of bleſſing which hath accom- 
NOM panied the joynt endeavours of both, 
& Wa} in the proſecution thereof : So we 
7 it cannot but be ſadly and deeply len- 
A'l fible of thoſe many obſtruRtions and 
difficultics, wherewith God in his 
wiſdom hath ſeen good to exerciſe his Servants in both King- 
doms in the carrying on of that work,whereinthey ſtand ſo much 
ingaged. Herein he hath clearly manifeſted his own power, wiſ- 
dom, and goodnefle for our incouragement to truſt him in the 
manzging of his own Work, and our utter inability to effect it of 
our ſelves; thereby to train us up to a more humble and faithful 
dependency upon him to do all, when we by our own wiſdom and 


ſtrength can do nothing. Our perplexities we muſt confeſle , = 
we A 2 | an 
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and have been many,& yet in the midſt of them all we cannot bur 
thankfullyacknowledge it as atoken for good, 8& that w® hath bin 
and ſtill is a great comfort and refreſhing to our hearts, thar God 
hath given you wiſdom timely to foreſee approaching dangers, but 
eſpecially to behold, as the ſtedfaſtneſſe of your Faith, in that 
both formerly you have been andar preſent are able ro truſt God 
in traits and co appear for him in greateſt dangers , lo your emi- 
nent faithfulneſſe and integrity in your firm adhering to your firſt 
principles, and chiefly in your conſtancy and zeal for the preſerva- 
tion and proſecution of the Solemn League and Covenant, io RKe- 
ligiouſly ingaged in by both Kingdoms: In your vigorovs purſu- 
ance whereof, with much thanktulnefle ro God, We are very ſen- 
fibie more patticularly of your ſteering ſo ſteady , and even a 
courſe between the dangerous rocks of Prophaneſle and Malig- 
nancie onthe one hand, and of Errour , Schiſme , Hereſte and 
Blaſphemy on the other hand ; as alſo of your conſtant dehires 
and endeavonrs to preſerve the Peace and Union betweenthe two 
Nations fo nearly and ſo many wayes United. In all which we 
humbly acknowledge the mercy and faithfulneſſe of God in guid- 
ing you ſo graciouſly hitherto; and through his afliſtance we ſhall 
ſti]l be ready toafford you the beſt help and incouragement of our 
prayers and praiſes ro God on your behalf ; having this confidence 
that he who hath already vouchſafed you and us fo many bleſſed 
pledges of his favour, will in his own time and way accompliſh 
his own Work, which ſo much conceineth his own Glory and 
his Peoples good. To his moſt gracious protection and guidance 
intheſedoubrfull and dangerous times we humbly commend you 
and all your holy endeavours, and reſt. 


Weſtminſter June 7. 


1648. Subſcribed in the name and by the 
Direc appointment of the whole Aſſem- 
To the Right Honou- Uh by wc. 
rable, Right Reve- 
rend, the Generall A\- Cuartes Haxre, Prolocutor. 
ſembly of the Church W1rLtiam Gouce, Aﬀeſlor. 
of Scotland, or their Hunxy RoBxoOuGH, Scriba. 
Commiſsioners. AvOnIiram Brrinlp, Scriba. 


Fuly 


[ 
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luly 15. Antemeridiem , Seff. IV. 


A concerning Commiſsions from Burghs. 


Yee T 1s reſolved by the Generall Aſſembly, untill the mat- 
So " Ing Commuilsioners from Butghs be turther 
S840 thought upon, That inthe mean time according to the 
Song ordinary practiſe no Commiſsion to the Generall Al- 
ſembly be admitted from Burghs, but ſuch as ſhall be conſented 
to, and approven by the Miniſtry and Seſsions thereof ; the per- 
{ons elected being always Elders. | 


luly 18. 1648. Antemeridiem. Sefl.VI. 


Af concerning the examining of the proceedings 


of the Commiſs1oners of «Aſſemblies. 


— 77 I's E Generall Aſſembly renews and revives the A&t 
7 = « 1 20; 


of the Aſſembly holden at Braatilayd Anno 1601. 
REELS 14 the Commiſsion of the Generall Aſſembly, renour 


concerning the examination of the proceedings of 


luly 18. 1648. Poſtmeridiem, Sefl. VII. 


Approbation of the proceedings of the Commi/- 
fron of the preceding Aſembly. 


, 
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2 preſent Engagement in War, Do unanimouſly 
finde thar in all their proceedings, they have 
been zealous, diligent and Faithfull in diſcharge of the truſt com- 
mitted to them; And therefore ratifie and approve the whole pro- 
ceedings, As and concluſions of the fatd Commuilsion, and par- 
ticularly their Papers relating to the {at Engagement, and their 

judgement 
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judgement of the unlawfulneſſe thereof , Appointing Mr. Fohn 
Moncrieſf Moderator pro temporeto return them hearty thanks in 
name of the Aſſembly tor their great pains, travells and fidelity in 
matters of ſo great concernment to the Cauſe of God and to this 
Kirk, amidſt ſo great and many ditficulries. 


[uly 20.1648. Poſtmeridiem, Sefl. X. 
Approbation of the larger Catechiſme. 


I BH E Generall Aſſembly having exactly examined 
424 and ſeriouſly confidered, the larger Catechiſme 
2S&), agreed upon by the Aſſembly of Divines ſitting 
T 17 Weſtminſter with aſſiſtance of Commilsioners 
XE-/ a < trom this Kirk, Copies thercot being Printed, 
Set 2 and ſentto Presbyteries for the more exa@t try- 
| all thereof , and publick intimation being fre- 
quently made in this Aſſembly,thar every one that had any doubts 
or obje&ions upon it, might put them in; Do finge upon due exa- 
mination thereof, Thar «the {aid Catechiſme 1s agreeable to rhe 
Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the received Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of this Kirk , a neceſlary 
part of the intended Uniformity in Religion, and a rich treaſure 
tor increaſing knowledge among the people of God : And there- 
forethe Aſſembly, as they bleſle the Lord that ſo excellent a Ca- 
rechiſmeis prepared, ſo they Approve the ſame as a part of Uni- 
formity , Agreeing for their part,that it be a common Catechiſme 
for the rhree Kingdoms, and a DireQory for Catechiſing ſuch as 
have made ſome proficiency in the knowledge of the grounds 
of Religion. 


luly 21. 1648. Antemeridiem, Sefl-XI- 
Ad againſt ſudden admitting depoſed :«Mim- 


ſters to particular Congregations. 


Pe AH E Generall Aſſembly conſidering the danger 


C71 l PD 14, 14/97 > ., : 
mea Ra of ſudden receiving of depoſed Miniſters at this 
YO, "a8 time when Malignancy is likely to ſpread 
> Therefore finding it neceſſary untill the ends of 


*TYAvS the Solemn League and Covenant be ſetled and 
© RUA lecured to reſtrain the ſuddenneſs of admitting 
depvicd Miniſters to particular charges 5 Do Ordain that notwith- 
ſtanding 


—_ 'M 
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Hlanding any Licenſe to be granted for opening the mourhs of de- 
poſed Miniſters yer they ſhall not be actually admitted to any par- 
ticular Congregations without conſent of the Generall Aſſembly: 
Declaring for ſuch as have already their mouths opened beforethe 
time, that if any calling toaparticular charge offer unto them be- 
fore the next Aſſembly, it ſhall be ſufficient for them to have the 
conſent of the Commilsioners of this Generall Aſſembly. 


Luly 25. 1648: Antemeridicyn, Se]. XIV. 


7 be Aſſemblies Anſwer tothe Paper ſent from 
the Committee of Eſtates of the 24. Fly. 


7.2550 Ne HE Generall Aſſembly having conſidered the 
SIDE B/ Paper of the 24. Frly delivered rothem fromthe 
Up conference, and having compared it with the 0- 

£ 2/% ther Paper of the 17.0t Fuly preſented from the 

9 NCA Honourable Committee of Eſtates whereunto it 

LAJYINEDH relates, and with the Declaration lately emitted 

by the Committee to the Parliament and King- 
dom of Englaza, finde that it. is ſuppoſed by their Lordſhips, 
that we may be fatisfiedin point of the ſecurity of Religion ac- 
cording to the Covenant, notwithſtanding of rhe preſent engage- 
ment in war ; The Aſſembly do therefore in anſwer to the ſaid 

Paper declare, | 

Thar we ſeeno poſhbility of ſecuring Religion ; as long as this 
unlawfull Engagement is carried on, Religion being thereby 
greatly endangered. 

7. Becauſe none of the juſt and neceſſary deſires of the Com- 
miſhon of rhe late Generall Aflembly for ſecuring Religion have 
bin granted or fatisfied;More particularly it was repreſented to the 
Bigh and Honourable Court of Parliament, that for ſecuring ot 
Religion, it was neceſſary that the Popiſh, Prelaricall and Malig- 
nant party, be declared Enemies to the Cauſe upon the one hand, 
as well as Sectaries upon the other, and that all Aſſociations, e1- 
ther in Forces or Councels with the former as well as the latter be 
avoided. That his Majeſties Conceſsjons and offers concerniug 
Religion, ſent home from the Ifle of ight, be declared by the 
Paritament to be unſatisfatory, Thar before his Majeſties reſtitu- 
tion co the excerciſe of his Royall power, aſſurance be had from his 
Majeity by his iolemn Oath under his hand and Seal for ſetling 
Relision according to the Covenant, Thar their Lordſhips ſhould 
keep themſelves from owning any quarrell concerning his Maje- 
ities Negative voice, That the managing of the publike affairs, 
mighr be entruſted onely to ſuch perſons as have given Fe 

Proc 
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proof of their integrity, and againſt whom there 15 no juſt cauſe of 
exception or jealouſic , and ttt there might be no Engagement 
without a ſolemn Oath, wherein the Kirk ought to have the ſame 
intereſt they had in the ſolemn League & Covenant; All which are 
more particularly expreſſed in the Papers given in by the Commit- 
ſion of the late Aſsembly to the Parliament ; notwithſtanding the 
Engagement hath been carried on without iatisfaction to rheſe 
and the like defires, and {o without giving ſecurity in the point of 
Religion, but with great and manifeſt danger to the ſame. 

2. As the happy Union oi the Kingdoms,by the lolemn League 
and Covenant hath been juſtly looked upon as a {peciall means for 
preſerving and ſtrengthening the true Reformed Religion in this 
Iſl:nd, So it is no lefſe weakened and hurt by endeavouring a 
breach between theſe Kingdoms; Which howſoever difclaimed, 
is yet manifeſ} from the reality of the publike proceedings in this 
Engagement, and namely from the negleC& of endeavouring a 
Treary between the Kingdoms for preventing of War and blood- 
{hed as was earneſtly deſized , from their aſſociating and joyring 
with known Malignants and Incendiaries, and ſich as have"been 
declared Enemies to chis Cauſe, from their entringthe Kingdom 
of Enzland with an Army, uponthe grounds of the Declaration 
of the Parliament , which cannot bur infer a National quarrel! 
againſt the Parliament and Kingdem of England, and from their 
garrifoning the frontire Towns of that Kingdom. 

3. The Engagement 1s carried on by ſuch means and ways, as 
tend ro the deſtroying of Religion, by enſnaring and forcing the 
conſciences of the people of God with unlawfull Bands and 
Oathes, and oppreſling the Perſons and Eſtares of ſuch as have 

een moſt active and zealous for Religion and the Covenant, All 
which 1s ſtrengthened and authorized by Acts of Parliament, ap- 
pointing that all that do not obey, or perſwade others not to obey 
che Reſolutions of Parliament an#*Committee anent this Engage- 
ment, or who ſhall not ſubſcribe the A and Declaration of the 
10. Func, 1648. impoſed upon all the Subjects, ſhall be holden as 
enemies to the Caule and to Religion, and have their perſons fe- 
cured, and their Eſtates intrometred with. 

4. The Engagement is carried on, not without great encroach=- 

ents upon the Liberties of the Kirk, as we are ready to clear 1n 
raany particulars, 

Wherefore the ſecurity of Religion, and carrying on of the 
preſent Engagement being inconſiſtent, We do propoſe for the 
neceſsary ſecurity and ſafety of Religion, that all the dangers 
thereot may betaken to conſideration, and amongſt the reſt the 
ſaid Engagement as one of the greateft which yet being eſtabliſhed 
and authorized by Act of Parliament, we leave it to their Lord- 
ſhips to think of what remedies may be provided for redreſsing 
grievances which flow from ſuch Acts and Ordinances, This we 


als 
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are {ure of, the publike deſires of the Kirk will abundantly wit- 
neſſe for us, that ſuch things as were neceſſary for the ſecurity of 
Religion, were tn due ſea/on reprelented, and yet not granted by 
them that had greater power and authority at that time, when it 
was much more eafteto give fatisfaction thereinthen now: So thar 


the blame Cannon lyc upon the General Aﬀtemoly or their Com- 
m1iS10nes that R eiigeion is not {ecured, 


iuly 28. 1648. Antemeridiem, Sel. X VIII. 
Att and Declaration againſt the At of Parlia- 


ment and Committee of Ejtates ordained to be 
Jubſcribed the 19. and 12.0f Fune, and againſt 
all new Oathes or Bands in the common Cauſe 


tnpoſed without conſent of the ( hurch. 


CEL HE Generall Aſlembly taking to conſideration 
/ 07 Ni [£23N a Declaration and Act of Parliament, of the date 


10, of Func, 1648. highly concerning Religion, 
and the conſciences of the People of God inthe 
Land,and one Act of the Commutree of Eſtares, 


711 , whereby «1 Subjeds are Ordained by ſub!cription to 
acknowieigeas juſt, and oblige themſelves ro adhere unto the 
jiaid Act and Declaration, containing an obligation upon their ho- 
nours and Crecits, and as they cefire to be, and to be holden,as 10- 
ver> of thei: Country, Religion, Laws and Liberties, to jayn and 
concur with their Perſons and Eſtates in the aſsiſtance-of tize Exec- 
cution, and obſervation of the Acts and Conſtitutions of this 
Parliament, as the moſt fit and neceflary remedies of the by-gone 
and preſent evils and diſtractions of this Kirk and Kingdom , and 
for the preſervation of Religion, Laws and Liberties and of his 
Majeſties authority, with ccrtihcation thar ſuch as reuſe or delay 
to ſubſcribe the ſame , ſhall be holden as Enemies and Oppoſites 
tothe common Cauſe, conſiſting in the maintenance of the crue 
reformed Religion, of the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom 
and of his Majeſties authority. Which ſubſcription the Aſſembly 
cannot otherwiſe look upon,then as a ſnare for the People oi God 
to involve them in guiltineſle, and to draw them from their for- 
ner Principles and Vows inthe ;{olemn_ League and Covenant. 
For that iubicription were an approving of tome Acts of Parlia» 
metit, which they have never yet ſeen nor known, they not being 
all publiſhed, weie an agreeing to Acts of Parliament, highly 

B CONCEern- 
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concerning Religion and rhe Covenan t, made not onely withour, 
but expreſly againſt the adviſe of the Kirk ; were an acknowledge 
ing of this preſent Engagement mm War, in all the means and ways 
for promoving the ſame, to be the moſt fit and neceſſary remedies 
of the by-gone and preſent evils, whereas ſo many Pericionsto the 
Parliament, from Committees of War, Synods, Presbyteries 
and Paroches have made it appear , thatthey ateno way iatisfied 
therewith in point of confcience ; were an a{cribing of a power to 
the Parliament, to declare theſe ro be enemiesto the true Religion, 
whom the Kitk hath nor declared ro be ſuch but rather friends; 
were an approving of an A& made for the reſtraining the liberty 
of printing from the Kirk, yea and of all the Acts of the Com- 
mittee of Eſtates, to be madein time coming, tull Ach 1650. 
which by A& of Parliament are ordained to be obeyed ; were an 
allowing of Acts for ſecuring of the perions , and intrometting 
with th2 Eftares of ſuch as themſelves ſhall nor obey,or perſwade 
others not to obey re{olutions concerning this Engagement , and 
for proteCting perſons under Kirk Cenlures, and ſfoan infringing 
and violating of the Liberties and Dilcipline of the Kirk eſtablj- 
ſhed by the Laws of the Land, and {wornto in the Nationall 
Covenant to be defended,under the pains contained in the Law of 
God. And in alltheſe, ſuch as do ſub{cribe, do binde themſclyes 
not only to active obedience in their own perſons, bur to the urging 
of active obedience upon all others, and ſodriaw upon themſelves 
all the guiltineſſe and ſad conſequences of the prefent Engage- 
ment; Yea, {uch asare Members of Parliament, and have in the 
Oath of Parliament {worn not to Vote or conſent to any thing, 
but what ro their beſt knowledge, 15 moſt expedient for Religion, 
Kirk and Kingdom, and accordirgly have reaſoned againſt, and 
diſſented from divers Acts of this Parliament, Thele by the ſub- 
ſcription of this Ac, cannot eſchew the danger of perjury, in 
obliging themfelves to active obedience to thele As, which ac- 
cording to their Oath, they did judge unlawtull. Neither can 
the 38. Act of the Parliament 1640.wherein fuch a kinde ot Band 
was cnacted to be ſubſcribed by any precedent or Warrant tor ſub- 
ſcribing of this Act; For it plainly appears by. the narrative of 
that Act omitted in this Band , how great a diflerence there is be. 
eween the condition of affairs then and now. Then the Kings 
Commiſsionec had left and diſcharged the firting of the Parlia- 
ment, then the Parliament for ſitting was declared Traitors, and 
Armies in Enzlandand Ireland prepared againſt them, then not on- 
ly the Acts, but the very authority of Parliament was called in 
queſtion, then Kirk and State were united in the Cauſe againſt the 
Malignant party, chen nothing was determined in Parliament in 
matters of Religion wi*rhour, much leſle againſt the advice of the 
Kirk : But beſide that, it was notthought expedient by the State, 
that that Band ſhould be prefled through the Kingdom. Thecaſe 


NOW 
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now not onely differs from what was then, But is in many things 
juſt contrary , as is evident to all who will compare the two toge- 
ther. And rheretore the Generall Aſſembly proteſling all tender 
reſpecttothe High and Honourable Court of Parliament and 
Committee of Eſtates,but finding a ſtraitertye of God lying upon 
their Conlciences, thar they be not found unfaithfull watchmen, 
and berrayers of the louis of theſe committed to their charge, Do 
unanimouſly Declare the foreſaid ſubſcription to be unlawfull and 
ſinfull. And do warn, and inthe Name of the Lord Charge All 
the members of this Kirk, to forbear the ſubſcribing of the ſaid 
Acand Declaration, mach more the urging of the ſubſcription 
thereof, as they would not incurthe wrath of God, and the Cen- 
{ures of the Kirk. Anc conſidering how neceſlary itis that accor- 
ding tothe eighth defire of rhe Commilsioners of the Aſſembly 
to the Parliament, the Kirk might have the ſame intereſt in any 
new Oathes in this Cauſe, as they had in the ſolemn League and 
Covenant, and what dangers of contradictory Oathes, perjuries 
and ſnares to mens conſciences may fall out otherwiſe : Therefore 
they likewiſe Enjoynall the members of this Kirk, ro forbear the 
iwearing, ſubſc:ibing or preſsing of any new Oarhes or Bands in 
_ this Cauſe, without adviſe and concurrence of the Kirk, eſpeci- 
ally any negative Oarhes or B2nds, which may any way limit or 
reſtrain them in the duties whereunto they are obliged , by natio- 
nall or ſolemn League and Covenant, and that with certification 
as aforeſaid. And ſuch as have already preſſed or ſubſcribed the 
foreſaid Atand Declaration, The Generall Aſſembly doth here- 
by exhort them moſt carneſtly in the bowels of Chriſt, to repent 
of that their defection. And Ordains that Presbyteries, or in cafe 
of their negligence, or being overawed the provinciall Synods or | 
the Commiſs1on of the Aſſembly , which of them ſhall firſt oc- 
cur, and in caſe of the Synods negligence, that the ſaid Commil- 
fion be carefull to proceed againft, and cenſure the Contraveeners 
of theA@ according ro the quality and degree of their offences 
as they will be anſwerable to the Generall Aſſembly ; and that 
therefore this Act be ſent to Presbyteries to de publiſhed in rhe 


{zveral Kirks of their þounds. 


B 2 Eodem 
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Eodem die Poſtmeridiem, Sefl-XIX- 
Approbation of the ſhorter Catechiſme. 


; - HE General Aſſembly having ſeriouſly confide- 
red the ſhorter Catechiſme, agreed upon by the 
Aſſembly of Divines ficting at Weſtminſter, with 
aſsiſtance of Commiſsioners from this Kirk, Doe 
finde upon due examination thereof, That the {aid 
Carechiſme is agreeable to the Word ;of God, 
and in nothing contrary to the received Doctrine, Worſhip, Di- 
ſcipline and Government of this Kirk, And therefore Approve the 
{aid ſhorrer Catechiſme as a part of the intended Uniformity, to 
be a DireRory for Catechiling ſuch as are of weaker capacitie. 


os 
» 


eat: 


« 
. 


Att diſcharging a little Catechiſme printed at | 
Edinburgh, 164-7. 


I ASCSAIRH E General Aſſembly having found in a lirtle 
ZR L@s ES Chatcchiſme, printed at -Ed:nburgh, entituled, 
mw 9d) The A.B. C. with the Catechiſme, That is to ſay, 
a4 an inſtruction to be taught and learned of young chil- | 
MIS. dren, very grofle errours in the point of Univer- 
ZR all Redemption, and inthe number of rhe Sa- | 
'_ craments, Therefore doe diſcharge the venting 
ot ſelling of the ſaid Catechiſme of the foreſaid impreſsion, or of 
whatſoever other impreſsion the ſame be of, and all uſe thereof in 
Schools or Families, Inhibiting alſo all Printers to reprint che 


lame, And recommends to Presbyteries to take ſpeciall care thar 
this Actbe obeyed. 


The Generall Aſſembly, 648: 


Vlt. luly 1648. Poſtmeridiem, Seſſ. XXI. 


A Declaration of the Generall Aſſembly concern- 
ing the preſent dangers of Religion, and eſþe- 
cially the unlawful engagement in War, a- 
gainſt the Kingdom of England ; Together, 
with many neceſſary exhortations and direti- 


ons to all the «embers of the Kirk of 


Scotland. 


go 


WW Jp. 'f #7 


CEE G0 cannot ſeem ſtrange to any that confidereth the 
BS Pg great truſt that lyeth on us, comparing the ſame 
2% with the eminent dangers wherewith the Cauſe 

d=Z@ .,.. S@ of God is invironed in this Land, ifat this time 
© $f ee We declare our ſenſe thereof, and warn the peo- 
ef? CS IREAS ple of God from this watch-tower of the pre- 
|  ſentduities incombent to them : Our witneſle is in heaven, and 
| our record on high, that we doe not this from any diſ-reſpe&to 
the Parliament whom we have honoured and will ever honour and 
| alſo obey inall things which are agreeable to the Word of God, 
to our Solemn Covenants, and tothe duties of our callings, Nor 
| from any diſloyalty or undutifulneſſe ro the Kings Majeſty, to 
whom we heartily wiſh, and to his poſterity after him, a happy 
Reigne over theſe Dominions, Nor from any factious diſpfition 

_ or ſiding with this or that party whatſoever, Nor from any con- 
rentious humour about light or ſmall matters, Nor from any fa- 
vour to or complyance with Sectaries, againſt whoſe curſed opt- 
nions and ungodly practiſes, we have heretofore given ample te- 
ſtimony, and are ſtill obliged by Solemn Covenant toendeavour 
the extirpation of Herefie and Schiſm z But from the conſcience 


of our duty when the glory of God, the Kingdom of his Son, 
| his Word , Ordinances, Government , Covenant, Miniſtery, 


Conſciences of People, Peace and Liberties of the Kirk are in- 
- compaſſed and almoſt overwhelmed with great and growing 
dangers. 

How freely and faithfully the ſervants of God of old have re- 
buked fin inperſons of all ranks , not ſparing Kings, States nor 
Kingdoms, the Scripture makerh it moſt plain to all that look 
thereon ; Neither want we domeſtick examples , if we look back 
a little upon the behaviour of our zealous Anceſtours in this Kirk, 
who not only in their Sermons ſeverally with great LE man 

reedom 
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freedom reproved the {ins of the time, But more eipectal;y inthe 
Kirk Judicatories plain and downright dealing was moſt f; requent 
and familiar, as appears in the Afſemblies holden in Fune and in 
October 1582. in October 1583-in May 1592.1n May 1594. 2nd tn 
March 1595. And nor only the General Afﬀermnbly by themlelyes, 
bur allo by their Commiſſioners taithfully and freely laboured to 
oppoſe all the ſteps of detection; as at other times, 10 11 the yoer 
1596, Wiercin four or five ſcve:all times they gave moſt free: 
monirions tothe King, Pa: iiment and Councell. Vi ich 4 P1 Dn 
tion at the laſt before God, that they were free of their blood, and 
of whatſoever judgement ſhould fall upon the Realm, and that 
rey durſt not for tear of committing High Treaton aga inſt Jeſus 
Chriſt the onely Monarch of his Kitk, abſtain any longer tron 
fiokrting againſt their proceedings with the Ipirituall armour gran- 
ted tothe of God,and mighty in him tor overthrowing all rheſe 
bulwarks ſetup againſt his Kingdoin + And in their Dc<claration 
then emirted to the Kingdom, they (hew that 1: was 4 main defign 
to have the freedom of the Spirit of G O D inthe rebuke ot Sin 
by the mouth of his Servants r<itrained; and theretore they warne 
all Vaſtours of cheir duty in applying Doctrine and free preaching. 
Like as the Aſſemvly , 24. March 159% reckons up amonelt che 
corruptions of the Miniſtery to be cenſured with deprivation, if 
continued in , thenot applying their DoQrine againſt the corrup- 
tions of the time , which was renewed in cur late Aſſembly at 
Glaſzow 1638. What hath been done ſince that Aſſembly is in re- 
cent memory, and the Papers to that purpole have been publiſhed 
tn Prinr, and are inthe hands of all, Therefore being warranted 
by the Word of Gov , and en' -ouraged by the forementioned 
examples, as after exact examination, we have approventhe pro- 
ceedings of the Commilstoners of the laſt Generull Aflembly,and 
ſpecially their Declarations, Deftres, Repreſentations , Remon- 
{trances, Supplications, Vindication and other Papers, relating to 
Te preſent engagment in War, wherein they have given good 
proof of their fidelicy, widom and zeal inthe caule of G o D, SO 
we finde our ſelves neceflitate to make knownunto all the People 
of G om inthis Nation our ſenſe concerning the dangers and No 


ties of Chis preſent time. 
The cry of The inſolencies or chis preſeat Army fer almoſtall 


the parts of this Kingdom, hath been ſo great that ic hath gone up 
co heaven, and it we ſhould be filene , we could not be repured 
faichfull in the performance of our dury. We do acknowledee 

char it 1s incident unto all Armies to be {ubje& unro ſome difor- 
ders, and the Miniſters of the Kingdom have not been deficient in 
former rimes to repreſent the ſameas they come unto their kuow- 
ledge, calling tor the redrefle of them ar their hands who had 
power: Bur the Commilsioners of this preſent Aſſembly from 
rhe ſeverall Provinces haveexhibited great variety of abominable 
icandal< 


i _ 
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ſcandals and hainous impieties and inſolencies committed by per- 
ſons imployed in this ſervice, whereof we think fitting here to 
give you a touch. 

As it liberty had been proclaimed to the luſts of lewd men, Theſe 
that have been imployed in very many places of the Land have 
uſed horrible extortion of Moneys at their pleaſure,and beſide the 
taking of vicuals as they would for their own uſe, they have in 
leverall places wilfully deſtroyed the ſame, and have plundred 
many houſes, taking all away they could,and deſtroying whatthey 
could not carry away; In this great oppreſsion & ſpoil of goods as 
the ſufferers were many, ſo choile hath been made of thoſe who 
Petitioned theHigh and Honourable Court of Parliament for ſatis- 
faction to their Conſciences before the Engagement, or who were 


| known to make conſcience of the worlhip of God in their fami- 


lies, on whomthey might exerciſe their raging wrath and unſa- 
tiable coveroulneſle ; Nor ſtayed their rage here,bur as though the 
war had been againſt God, publick Faſts have not only been ne- 
pleted, bur profaned by riotous ſpending and making merry, Di- 
vine Worſhip have been in many parts diſturbed , ſome Miniſters 
and people impeded from coming together, others ſcattered when 
they were inet,ſome taken out of Kirks intime of worſhip, others 
apprehended at their coming out atthe Kirk doors and carryed 
away ; Beſides theſe Miniſters in performing the worſhip of God 
have been menaced , contradicted, not without blaſphemous 
Oathes, yca their perſons in Pulpit aſſaulted, not to ſpeak of the 
ſpoiling of cheir goods, taking, beating, carrying away their per- 
{ons and detaining them for atime. And finally that which exceeds 
all che reſt and is mo:e immediately and directly againſt God, 
there hath allo been many cruell mockings of his Worſhip, and 
horrid blaſphemies ; Amd it is not to be marvelled that ſuch: in- 
ſolencies have been commirred , fince there hath been admitted 
upon this ſervice ſome Papiſts, ſome bloody Iriſh Rebels, ſome 
non- Covenanters, and very many fugitives from Kirk Diſcipline, 
Finally, even choſe who have been upon the late Rebellion, and 
theſe not onely common Souldiers bur Commanders, beſide ma- 
ny voluntiers who have no ſpeciall command and truſt, 

Beſides all theſe, the Liberties of the Kirk have been grievoul- 
ly encroached upon : 1. By emitting Declarations from the Par- 


 liament ani Committee of Eſtates , containing leverall things 


highly concerning Religion without the advice or conſent of the 
Generall Aſſembly or their Commilſsioners, which wasa ground 
of proteſtation co divers Members of Parliament who have been 
moſt zealous and adive in the Cauſe. 2. The Article of Religion 
as expreſſedin the Declaration of Parliament hath In 1X many dan- 
gerous expreſſions, which are particularly inſtanced in the Repre- 
ſentation of the Commilsioners of rhe Generall Afſembly ; And 
the ſame Article 0t Religionin the late Declaration of the Com- 

mitree 
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mittee of Eſtates to Exziand is more unſatisfactory then the for- 
mer: Like as in the ſaid late Declaration there 1s a totall omiſſion 
of ſome moſt materiall things pretended to in the Declaration of 
Parliament as ſatisfactory in point ot lecuring Religion, v2. the 
clauſe concerning ſecurity to be had from his Majeſty by his ſo- 
lenin Oath under his hand and Seal, thar he ſhall for himſelf and 
his Succeſlors give his Royal: aſſenr, and agree ro fuch Actor Ads 
of Parliament, and Bills as fhail be preſented to him by his Par- 
laments of both and cither Kingdoms reſpectively for enjoyning 
Presbyteriail Government , Directory of Worthip and Confet- 
fion of Faith in all his Majeſties Dominions , and that his Maje- 
ſtic (hail ever make oppoſition to any of thoſe , nor endeavour 
any change thereof ; allo the clauſe againſt aſſociation with any 
that re{ule ro take the Covenant 1s omitted : From all which if 
may appcar in how great danger the liberties of the Ku1k and even 
Religion-it {elf are left. 3. In the clole of the Declaration of 
Parliament, there is anew and unſound glofle put upon the Covye- 
nant and Acts of Generall Aſſembly, contrary ro the lente of the 
General Aſſembly ir ſelf, as is more fuliy exoreiled inthe Kepre- 
ſentation of thelare Commitlsion. 4. No retreile by the Pariia- 
ment of certain jnjuries complained of to their Lordihips by the 
Commilsioners of the preceding General! Aflembly. 5, En- 
deavours to weaken and fruſtrate Kirk-Cenſures by making provi- 
ftons for iccu; ing the ſtipenis of ſuch as ſhall be centred tor their 
concurring in, or preaching for this preſent Engagement, 6. A 
miſrepreſentation of the proceedings of the Commils1on of the 
Geneiall Aſſembly by the Parliaments Letter of May 11.,to the le- 
'erall Presbyteries , endeavouring to incenic them againſt the 
Commailsion of the late Aſſembly and to pre-ocupie their Com- 
miſsjonersto this Aflembly. 7. Wheregs there were many Pett- 
tions preſented to the High 2nd Hononle Court of Parliament 
trom che Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly, Synods and 
Presbyteries againſt the preſent Engagement as ſtared in the Par- 
laments Declaration, yer notwithſtandiug of the {21d Petitions, 
and notwithſtanding of many free and frequent warningsgiven by 
faithfull Miniſters in their Sermons , notwithſtanding alto thar ic 
was not unknown how much the generality of the wel-afte&c1 
inthe Kingdom were unſatisfied in their con{ciences with the 
grounds and way of the ſaid Engagemeur, yer good people are 
nor onely letc unſatisfied in their and our deſires, but compelled 
and forced eitherto (in againſt rheir conſciences or to be under 
tieavy preflures and burdens : 8. Yea in the late Band in joyned to 
be {ubſ{cribed by all the Subjects of this Kingdom, men are put-to 
it to Joyn and concur with their Perſons and Eſtates, in the ad- 
vancement, furtherance and afliftance of the execution, obedi- 
ence, and obiervation of the Acts and conſtitucions of the late 
Parliament ; and conſequently, as many as think the Engagement 
unlawiull, 
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unlawiull, ſhall binde themſelves nor onely to obey for their own 

part againſt their conſciences, but to inforce the ſame upon others 

who refuſe, and fo not onely be oppreſſed, burrurn oppreſſours 

of others. 9. This all the ſubjects are required by the Ad and 

Declaration of Parliament to ſubſcribe,as they defire tro be holden 

true lovers of Religion, Ir being further affirmed in the ſaid Act 

and Declaration, that the Ads and Conſtitutions of the lare Pat- 

liament, are the moſt fit and neceſſary remedies for preſervation of 
Religion ; wherethe Parliament aſſume ro themſelves , withour 
the adviceand conſent of the Aſſemblies ofthe Kirk, ro judgeand 
derermine ſuch things wherein, (if in any thing ) the Ecclefiaſticall 
Afſlemblies have undoubtedly a ſpeciall intereſt, viz. who are to be 
holden lovers of Religion, and what are the moſt fit and neceſſary 
remedies for preſervation of Religion: Yeait 1s ordained by {the 
fourth Act of Parliament. 1640. that for preſervation of Religion, 
Generall Aſſemblies rightly conſtitute, as the proper and compe- 
tentJudge of all matters Eccleſiaſtical, be keeped yearly and oftner 
pro re nata. The Coronation Oath doth allo ſuppoſe the antece- 
dent Judgement of the Kitk, asthe proper and comperent judge 
whoare enemies to true Religion and who not , for his Majeſty 
obliged himſelf by that Oath, thar he ſhould be caretull ro roor 
out all Hereticks and enemies to the true Worſhip of God, who 
ſhall be convict by the true Kirkof God, ofthe aforeſaid crimes. 
10. The General Aſlembly and their Commiſſioners are now de- 
prived of their liberty of Printing , confirmed and ratified by Act 
of Parliament, there being an inhibirion ro the contrary upon the 
Px1nrt ex,under the pain of Death by the Committee of Eſtates. 

Whereas the defires of the Commiſhoners of the laſt Aſſembly, 
forthe latety and ſecurity of Religion,and the right manner of 
proceeding £o war , together with the ſupplications of Provinciall 
Aſſemblies and Presbyteries , all tending tothe compoſing of the 
preſent unhappy differences, and to the begetting of a right under- 
ſtanding,have not produced the defired and wiſhed-for effect ; But 
onthe contrary our Juſt grievances being ſtill more and more 
heightned, iniquity eſtabliſhed by a law , and that law pur in ex- 
ecution; We cannot chuſle bur declare and give warning to all the 
people of Gov in this land,concerning the finfulnefle and unlaw- 
fulneſſe of the preſent Engagement , which may be demonſtrate 
by many reaſons, as namely, 

:.The Wars of Gops people, are called the Wars of the Loop, 
Numb, 21. 14. 2 Chron. 20. 15. and it oureating and drinking, 
much more our engaging in- war muſt be for God and for his 
glory ; 1 Cor, 10. 3I., whatſoever we do in word or deed, we 
are commanded to do all in thename of the Lord Jeſus, and ſo 
for his glory, Col. 3. 17. The Kingdom of G 0» and the righte- 
ouſneſſe thereof is to be ſought in the firſt place and before all 
other theings, Math. 6. 33. Ir was the beit flower and garland 
in the former expeditions of this _— that they were for G 0» 

and 


16 The Generall eAſſembly, 164.8. 


and for Religion princip ally and mainly. But it the principall end 
Of this prejent Engage ment were for the glory of Gop, How 
Comes it to paſſe thar not {o much as one of the defires ofthe Kirk, 
for the ſaferyand ſecurity of Religion in the ſaid Engagement, isro 
this day ſatisfied or granced ; But on the contrary iuch courles 
taken as are deſtructive to Religion : Andit G op s glory be in- 
rended what meancth the employing and protecting in this Army 
ſo many blaſphemers , perſecutors of Piety , diſturbers of divine 
worſhip , and others guilty of notorious and crying fins. Again, 
how can it be pretended that the good of Reitgion 1s principally 
aimed at, when it is propoſedand declared that the Kings Majeſty 
ſhall be brought ro ſome of his houſes in or near London, with 
Honour , Freedom and Safety , before ever there be any {ecurity 
had from him, or ſo much as any application made to him forthe 
o00d of Religion. What is this bur ro poſtpone the honour of 
Gov, the liberties ofthe Goſpel, the ſafety of Govs people to an 
humane intereſt, and to leave Religion ina concion of unce: tainty, 
unſetlednefle and hazard , while it is ſtrongly endeavoured to ſer- 
tle and make ſure ſomewhartelſe. 

2, Suppole the ends of this Engagement to be good ( which 
they are not } yetthe meanes and ways of prolecution are unlaw- 
full,becauſerhetre 15 not an equall avoiding of rocks on both hands, 
but a joyning with malignants to ſupprefle SeCtaries, a joyning 
hands witha Llack devill ro beat a white devil; They are bad 
Phyſicians who would ſo cure one diſeaſe as to breed another as 
evil, or worſe. '{ har thereis in the preſent Engagemenr a con- 
tederacy and aſſociation in war with ſuch of the Eng/ſh who ac- 
cording to the {olemn League and Covenant anc De-larattons of -- 
bothiKingdoms , 1643. can be no otherwiſe looked upon bur as 
Malignants and enemies of Reformation andthe Cauſe of G o v.js 
now made {o manifeſt before Sun and Moon,that we ſuppole none 
will deny it; Andtisno lefle undeniable, that not only many 
known Maltgnants , but diverſe who joyned in the Jate rebellion 
within this Kingdom are employed, yea, put into places of truſt : 
All which how conttary tis ro the Word of God , no man can be 
12norant-who will attentively ſearch the Scriptures , for we finde 
therein condemned confederacies and aflociations with the ene- 
mies of true Religion, whether Canaanites, Exod. 23.32.and 34. 
12.15. Dent. 7, 2. or other heathens 1 King. II. 1,2, ſuch was 
Aſa his Covenant with Benhadad, 2 Chron. 16. tov. 10. Aha; 
his confederacy with the King of Aſſyria 2 King, 16. 7. 10. 
2 Chron. 28. 16. to V. 23. Or wither the aſſociation was with 
wicked men of the ſeed of Abraham , as Feheſhaphats with Achab 
2 Chron. 18, 3. compared with chap. 19. 2. allo his aflociation 
with AhaFtah 2 Chron. 20: 35. and Amactahs aflociating to him- 
ſelf 100000. of the ten Tribes when G o Þ was not with them, 
2 Chron.25.7, 8, 9, 10. The ſinand danger of ſuch aflociations 


nay 
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may further appear from 7/aiah 8. 12.15. Fer. 2. 18. Pſal. 106, 35. 
Hoſ. 5.13. and 7.8,11. 2 Cor, 6. 14, 15. andif we ſhould eſteem 
Gods enemies to be eur enemies,8& haterhemwith perfe hatred, 
Pſal. 139.21. how can we then joyn with them as confederates 
and aſlociates , eſpecially in a cauſe where Religton is ſo highly 
concerncd ; and ſeeing they have been formerly in aCtuall oppo- 
ſition to the ſame caule. 

3- Weare commanded if it be poſſible and as much as lieth in 
us to have peace with all men, Rows. 12.18, to {eek peace and pur- 
ſue it , Pſal. 34, 14. war and bloodſhed is thelaſt remedy after all 
the ways and means of peace have been uſed in vain. The intended 
war of the nine Tribes anda halt againſt the two Tribes and half 
was prevented by a Meſſage and Treaty of Peace Foſh.22 ; The 
like means was uſed by Fepthah (though nd with the like ſucceſs) 
{tor the preventing of war with the King of Ammern Fuaz. 11. The 
very light of nature hath taught Heathens nor to make war till 
firſt all amicable wayes of preventing bloodſhed weretried; yet 
this war hath been driven on without obſerving any ſuch method 
of proceeding except by a meſſage wherein not ſo much as one 
breach was repreſented. Yea though theſe two Kingdoms are - 
ſtraitly united in Covenant, yet theſe who have carried on this 
war did not only neglect to defire a Treaty, but alſo light an offer 
of a Treaty made from the Parliament of England uponthe Pro- 
poſitions of both Kingdoms. 

4. There are many clear and ful teſtimonies of Scriptures againſt 
the breach and violation of Covenants, although but between 
man and man , Pſal. 55. 20. Rom. 1. 31. 2 Tim. 3.3. Eſpecially 
where the name of God was interpoſed in Covenants by any of 
his people, Fr. 34. 8, 10,11, 18. Ezek, 17.18. 19. How much 
more the violation of a Solemn Covenant between God and his 
people, Lev. 26.15, 25, Dent. 17. 2-and 29, 21, I4, 25. Fer. 22: 
8,9.1 King. 19. 10. Dan. 11.32.Hoſ.6. 7. Ittherefore the preſent 
Engagement be a breach ofour ſolemn League and Covenant, 
then they who have before taken the Covenant , and have now 
joyned in this Engagement, muſt grant by neceſſary and infallible 
conſequence, either that the Covenant it ſelf which they rook 


was unlawful,and ſuch as they cannot perform without fin (which 
yet Liicy cannot profefle) or otherwilſe,that che Engagement is un- 


lawfull and ſinfull, as being a breach of Covenant, and ſo contrary 
ro the Word of God ; that the preſent Engagement is a breach of 
Covenant may appear by comparing it with each of the Articles, 
for it is againſt all the fix Articles ofthe Covenant. 

Againſt the firſt , becaule inſtead of the preſervation of the 
Doctrine, Worſhip , Diſcipline and Governmeur of this Kirk ; 
| there is not onely a great quarrelling by thoſe that do Engage , at 
the preſent doQtrine, and free preaching,a diſturbing of, and with- . 
drawing from the Worſhip, and namely from the late ſolemn 

2 humi- 
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humiliation ; Bur alſo a refuſall of fuch things as were defired by 
the Commiſhon of the late Aſſembly and Provinciall Synods, as 
neceſſary to the preſervation of the ttue Reformed Religion : And 
we have juſt cauſe of fear that the Reformation of Religion in 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government is not in- 
rended to be ſutficiently maintained and preferved, when we 
finde fuch a limitation and reſtrition in the late Declaration of 
che Commirtce of Eſtates to the Parliament and Kingdom of 
Enzland, That they will maintain and preſerve the Reformation of 
Relizion, Doitrine, Worſhip , Diſcipline and Government , as 1s by 
the mercyof GOD, and his Majeſties groantſſe eſhavliſhed by Law 
among us ; but as there is no {uch limitationin the Covenant, io 
we have not had ſuch proof of his Majeſtites goodnefle as to efta- 
bliſh by Law all that hitch been by the mercies of God inacted in 
Generall Aſſemblies. As tothe reſt of the firſt Article, concer;:» 
ing the Reformation of Ezz/azd and Tzelawd, and the Uniformity, 
as there was ſome hopecfull beginings thereot, and a good foun- 
dation laid, during the late War againſt the Popiſh Prelaticall and 
Malignant party , ſo the ſtareand ground of the War being now 
altered , and theſe choſen for conlederates, and aſſociates in the 
War, whoare known enemies to that R: tormarion , and Uni- 
formity, how can the Covenant be keeped in that point as long as 
ſuch a War is carried on. 
Thefeccond Article is violated becauſe in ſtead of indeavoming 
to extirpate Popery and Superſtition without reſpect of perfons(as 
15 cxpreſt in the Covenant ) there 15 1nthe late Declaration of the 
Comi'ttee of Eſtates a defire of the Queens return , wicnoutany 
conditiontending to the reſtraint of her Maſlle or exercile of Pope- 
ty; Wedoallo conceive there 1s a tacit congeicending tothe tole. 
ration of Superſtition and the Book of Common: prayer in Hig 
Majeſties family, becauſe as it was reſerved by himſeltin his con- 
ceſſfion , broughr home by the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom, 
So theſe conceſsions were never plainly declared by the P arlia- 
ment to be unſatisfactory to their Lordſhips, how bet: i: hath been 
often and earneſtly deltred : neither can we conceive how the 
Clauſe concerning the extirpation of Prelacy , can conlift with in- 
 deavouring to bring His Majeſty with Honour , Freedom and 
Safety to one of his Houſes in or abour ZLoNDON, without 
any ſecurity had from him , for the abolition of Prelacy ; it being 
his known principle ( and publickly declared by himſelf ſhortly 
afcer he weat tothe Ifle of Wizht ) that he holds himlelf obliged 
in conſcience, and by his Coronation Oath to miintain Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, 8c. Can it be ſaid that they are endeavouring 
ro extirpate Prelacy , who after ſuch a Declaration would pur in 
Eis Majeſties hand an opportunity to reſtore it ? 
As for the third Article we cannot conceive how the preler- 
ving-of the Priviledges of Parliament , and aflerting the Kings 
negative 
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negative voice can conſiſt ; And weare ſorrowtull that under the 


colour, of the Priviledges of Parliament, the liberties ofthe Sub- 
jects are overthrown, and the perſons and Eſtates of {uch as have 
been beſt affeted ro the Cauſz and Covenant are expoſed ro moſt 
grievous injuries, crying opprefſions: And wheteas the duty in 
preſerving and defending his Majeſties Perſon and Authority,is by 
the third Article of the Covenant qualified with, and ſubordinate 
unto the preſervation and Qetence of the true Religion and Liber- 
cies Of the Kingdoms, There is no ſuch qualification, nor ſubor- 
dination obſerved jnthe preſent Engagement, bur on the contra- 
1y, Kiso carried on, as to make duties to God and Religion con- 
ditionall, qualified, limited ; and duties to the King ablolure and 
unhmired. 

The fourth Article ot the Covenant is fo foully broken, that 
they who were by that Arti. le declared Enemies, Incendiaries, 
Malignants, and therefore to be brought ro condigne tryall and. 
puniſhment , are now looked upon as friends and affociates, and 
are the men who ger moſt tavour and protection, and ſundry of 
them imployed in places of rruft, in the Army and Cormitrees. 

For the fifth Articie , inſtead of endeavouring to pteſerve 
Peace and Union,a breach is endeavoured between the Kingdoms, 
not only by caktng in and garrifoning their frontire Towns, bur al- 
ſo entering the Kingdom of England withan Army , andjoyning 
with the common enemies of both Kingdoms, notwithſtanding 
of an offer of a Treary upon the Propofitions of both Kingdoms 
made by the Parliament of Erzland to the Parliament of .chis 
Kingdom. And whether rhe way of this Engagement can conſiſt 
with the large Treaty berween the Kingdoms, we ſhall wiſh the 
Honourable Commitree ot Eſtates may yer take it into their le- 
r:0u5 ſecond thoughts. 

The fixth is alſo manifeſtly broken, for we are thereby o')iged 
ro aſſiſt and defend all rhoie that enteredinto this League and Co- 
venant, in ma_ntaing and purſuing thereof: Whereas the Army 
now entered into Ezgland, 1s to alsiſt and defend many who have 
not entered into that League and Covenant: And tor thoſe who 
rook the Covenant in that Nation, and continue faithfull in ir, 
what they may expect fromthis Army, may be collected not one- 
ly from their carriage rowards their Brethren at home 5 bur alſo 
from that clauſe toward rhe cloſe of the lare Declaration of rhe 
Committee of Eſtates, And that we will do prejudice or uſe vio- 
lence to none (as far as we are able) but to ſuch as oppoſe #6 , or (uch 
ends above mentioned. It cannot be unknown that many of rhe 
Engliſh Nation who are firm and faithtull ro the Covenant , and 
Presbyteriall Government do, and will according to their places 
and callings oppoſe ſome of thoſe ends above mentioned in thar 
Declaration ; as namely, the reſtoring both. of King and! Queen 
without any condition.or {ecurity firſt had from them ; And ob 
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that rule in theDeclaration they muſt expect to be uſed as enemies, 
not as friends. Thar fixth Article is alſo broken by a departing 
from the firſt principles and reſolutions,and by dividing,and with- 
drawing from thoſe that adhere thereunto, which hath been be- 
fore cleared by the Commilſsion of the late Generall Aſſembly in 
their Declaration in March, Repreſentation, and other Papers pub- 
liſhed in Print. 3, 

5. We leave itto be ſeriouſly pondered by every one who is 
truely conſcientious, whether it be any ways credible or probable, 
or agreeable ro Scripture rules, that the generality of all that have 
been moſt faithfull and cordiallto rhe Covenant and cauſe of God 
ſhould be deceived, deluded and darkened in this bufinefle, and 
that they who for the moſt part were enemies to the work of God 
in the beginning , and have never brought forth fruits meer for 
Repentance, ſhould now finde out the will of God more then his 
moſt faichfull Servants in the Land; and who, that fears God, 
w:1! believe that Malignants are for the ends of rhe Covenant,and 
that they who are moſt inſtrumentall in this Reformation, are a- 
gainſt the ends of the Covenant. 

All which conſidered, as we could not, without involving our 
ſelves in theguilrineſſe of ſo unlawfull an Engagement , yeeld ro 
the deſire of the Army for Miniſters to be ſent by ns ro attend 
them ; So we do earneſtly exhort, and inthenaine and authoricy 
of Jeſus Chriſt,charge and require all and every one of the Mem- 
bers of this Reformed Kirk of Scetland; 

[. That they ſearch narrowly into the fins which have procured 
1o great judgements and ſo ſad an interruption of the work of 
God, that they examine themſelves, conſider their wayes, be 
much in humilitation and prayer, ſtudy a reall and practicall Re- 
formation, Thar they alſo mourn and figh for the abominations 
of the Land, and ſtand in the gap to turn away the wrath. Among 
all theſe fearfull fins, the violation of the Solemn League and 
Covenant, would rot be forgotten bur ſeriouſly laid to heart , as 
that which eminently provoketh the Lord, and procureth his 
judgements to be powred forth not onely upon perſons and fami- 
lies, bur alſo upon States and Kingdoms. Covenant: breakers 
thoughin common things, are reckoned by the Apoſtle in that 
 Caralogueof rhe abominations of rhe Gentiles : Bu: among the 
people of God, where his great name is interpoſed, the breach of 
Covenant even in meaner matters, ſuch as the ſcrting of ſervants 
at liberty provoketh the Lord to ay. Behold I proclaim a liberty 
for you (ſaith the Lora) tothe ſword, tothe peſtilence,and to the fa- 
mine , and I will give the menthat hath tranſgreſſed my Covenant, 
and (not excepting, but expreſly mentioning Princes) he addes, 
T will give them into the hands of their enemies. The Hiſtory of the 
Gibeonttes, who ſurceptitioufly procured the Covenant made to 
{pare them, and whom Sas! ſome ages thereafter in his zeal tothe 
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children of 1ſrael and F442 ſought to ſlay , as beingcurſed Ca- 
waanites , evidenceth with what vengeance, the L o xv tolloweth 
Covenant- breakers, whercot there wants not in prophane Hiſtory 
alſo both forreign and domeſtick examples : Therefore ler all the 
inhabitants of the Land of whatſoever rank, ſeriouſly ponder how 
rerrible judgementsthe violation of a Covenant ſo recently , ſo 
adviſedly,ſo folemnly made,and in {o weighty matters, may draw 
on, it nottimouſly prevented by ſpeedy repentance. 

I I. That they {o relpeR and honour Authority,as that they be 
not the ſervants of men,nor give ob<gience to the will and autho- 
rity of Rulers 1n any thing which imay notconfiſt with the word 
of Gov, bur ſtand faſt in che liberty wherewith C u x 1 s r hath 
made them free, and obey G 0D rather then men. 

I IT. Thar they carefully avoid the dangerous rocks and ſnares 
of this time, whereby lo many are taken and broken. 
 Uponthe one hand rhe fowre leaven of Malignancy where ever 
enters, ſpoileth and corrupteth the whole iump , poſt-poning 
Religion, and che Caule of G o v to humane intereſt , what ever 
be pretended to the contrary , and obſtructing the work of 
Reformation , and propagation oi Religion out of falſe reſpects 
and creature intereſt. As this hath formerly abounded in the 
land, to the prejudice of the Cauſe and Work of G od, ſo of 
late it 1s revived, ſpreading with [pectous pretences of vindicating 
wrongs done to his Majeſty. We defire not ro be miſtaken, as if 
reſpect and love to his Majeſty were branded with the infamous 
mark of Malignancy : But hereby we,warn all who would not 
_ come under this foul {tui;: , not: onely in their ſpeech and profel- 
ſton,bur really and in their whole carriage not to prefer their own, 
and the intereſt of any creature whatſoever, before the intereſt of 
Cuxrs rand Religion. The charaRers of theſe have been ful- 
ly given in former Declarations , ſpecially in the Declaration of 
the Commiſhoners of the Generall Afembly in March laſt, 
which we hold as herc repeated , onely adding this, thatthey 
ordinarily traduce Kitk Judicatures, as medling with civill aftairs, 
which as it is no new calumny , but ſuch as hath been caſt upon 
the ſervants of G 0» in former times; fo the whole courle of pro- 
ceedings doth manifeſtly confute the ſame. 

Upon the other hand SeCtariſme hath no lefle hindered the 
bleſſed and glorious work of Reformation in our neighbour King- 
dom, againſt the venome whereof, leſt it approach and infect this 
Kirk,we have need to watch diligently coavoid all the beginnings 
and dangerous appearances thereof. The many faithfull reſtimo- 
nies from godly Miniſters in ſeverall parts of E-zland, againſt the 
vile errours,and abominable blaſphemies abounding there,as t hey 
are tous matter of rejoycing beforethe Lokp; ſothey ought to 
be looked on as warnings to all forts of people , eſpecially that re» 
oard Religion , to beware of Sathans ſnares , craitily ſer ro catch 
their 


22 The Generall Aſſembly, 1648. 


their ſouls. And becaufe ſuch gangreens creepinſenſibly , all thar 
jovethe Honour of Gov, and welfare of Religion , would ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the following points , both by way of marks to 
diſcern,and meanes to eſcape the danger of this infection, 

rt. Wholſoever are miſprifers of the bleſſed work of Reforma- 
tion eſtabliſhed within this Land, and do not ſhew rtheinſelves 
orieved for the impediments and obſtrudtions it hath met with in 
our neighbour Kingdom , thele are even on the brink of this pre- 
cipice, ready to tumble down in this gulf whenloever occaſion is 
offered: All therefore that lovethe Loxzy]=sus, would ſtir 
uptheir hearts in the light and ſtrength ot che L o« phighly co 
prize, and thankfully to acknowledge what the right hand of rhe 
moſt High hath done among us, as alſorto thirſt fervently after the 
advancing and perfeGting of the Loxvs work among our neigh- 
bours. 

2. Diſ-reſpect to the publick Miniſtery and Ordinances is a 
ſymptome ot a dangerous inclination to that diſeaſe : And there - 
toreasallCnx1s r s Miniſters oughtto ſtir up chemlſcives, to 
walk as becometh their high and holy calling , leſt they be ſtumb- 
ling blocks tothe people of G 0»; ſoallo all the peopleot G oÞ 
ought moſt carefully ro ſtir up themlſelyes unto a precious eſtimati- 
on of the Ordinances of G 0», and highly to eſteem the Stewards 
thereof for their works fake. A duty atalltimes needfull, bur 
now eſpecially, when Sathan by all means endeavours the 
contrary. 

3. Indiffterency in points of Religion , and pleading for Tolera- 
tion to themſelves or others how far ſoever different among 
themſelves, is not to be forgotten among the characters of 
Sectaries, and therefore ought the more carefully to be avoided 
and oppoled by all who defire to hold faſt the profeſſion of their 
faith without wavering. | 

4. They whoareglorying in, and ſeeking afrer new lights, or 
under the pretext of them are ſelf-conceited in fingular opinions, 
or who affect new and ſtrange expreſſions, are entring into the 
{nare ready tobe carried about with every winde of Doctrine. 


And therefore albeit we ought alwaysas Diſciples of the Loxy 


to ſer our ſelvesas in his ſight to be taught by his Spirit accord- 
ing to his Word, yet in this time ſo ftertil of crrours; it becom- 


meth allthe lovers of truth to hold faſt what they have received, 
that no man take their Crown, 


5, Whoſoever brings in any opinion or practiſe in this Kirk 
contrary to the confeſsion of Faith , Directory of Worſhip or 
Presbyterian Government may be juſtly eſteemed co be opening 
_ thedoorto Schilme and Sects : And therefore all depravers or 
miſconſtructers ofthe proceedings of Kirk- Judicatories,eſpecially 
the Generall Aſſembly would take heed leaſt by making a breach 
upon the walls of Feruſalemrthey make a patent way for SeQaries 
—toenter. 6. They 
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' 6. They who ſeparatethe Spirit from the Word, and pretend the 
Spirit, when they have no ground or warrant from the Word, are 
already taken in an evil inare, And therefore tus neceſlary to try the 


| Spirits whither they are of God, for many falſe Prophets are gone 


out into the world, if they ſpeak not according to the word it is 
becauſe there is no light in them. 

Beſtdes the former theſe areallo marks of a Setary, It any com- 
mend, and recommend to others, or ſpread and divulge the erro- 
neous books ot. Sectaries, It any allow, avow, or aſe Conven- 
ticles or private meetings forbidcen by the Ln of the Generall 
Aſlembly 1641. and 1647. laſt paſt, It any beunwilling, and de- 
cline to reckon Sectaries among the enemies of the Covenant, 
from whom danger is to be apy: rehended, And (though we dil- 
allow the abuſing and 1dolizing of learning to the patrocinie of 
Errour or prejudice of piety) it any contemn literature as need- 
lefle at beſt, it nor alſo hurttull co a Miniſter, 

When we thus expreſle our {elves for preventing the dangers ot 
Sects an1 Schiſmes , its far from our intention to d: :ſcourage any 
from the duties of piety , and mutuall edificarion , according to 
the diretions of the laft Aflembly publiſned in Print, and leri- 
ouſly recommended by them, or to give any advantage to Malig- 
nants ana prophane perſons, with w hom iris trequent to caſt upon 
all thoſe who adhere fo former principles, and Cannot approve the 

;elent Engagement, the odious nick-names of Sectarics and In- 
depend ents. For the better dilcovery of iuch PrOPTnn mockers, 
we givethele matkes and characters. 1. T hey C do prophanely and 
tauntingly avoule the name of che Spirit, uncer that name deriding 
the work of Grace and Sandtification. 2. They eſteem and [peak of 
exerciſes of conſcience, as fancies or fits of melancholy. 3. They 
mock at F amily-worſhip andthe means of mutuall edificacion ſo 
much recommended by the iaſt Aſſembly in their dircttons. 
4. They do uſually calumaiare godly Miniſters , and prolefſors' 
who tollow holineſle, with the names of Sectaries. or the like 

0410s names, without any juſt cauſe: As we account all ach to 
be enemies to the practiſe and poſer of podlineſle; So we dO ex- 
nortall the lovers of truth to hoid on in the way of holinefle 


through good report and ill report , being ſtedfaſt , immovable, 
alwayes 2bound ng in the work of the Lord , foralmuch as they 


know their labour is nor in va.n in the Lord, 

IV. That they do not concur in, nor any way aſsift this preſent 
Engagement, as they would nor partake ; in other mens fins, and {o 
receive of their plagues, but that by the grace and aſſiſtance of 
Cit rhey itedfaſtly reſolve to ſuffer the rod of the wicked, and 
the utmoſt which wicked mens malice can affli& them with,rather 
then to put forth their hand to iniquity. 

V. That they ſuffer not themſelves to be abuſed with fair pre- 
tences and profeſſions uſuall in the mouths of thole that carry on 
D this 
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this deſigne, and often publiſhed in their Papers, Bur remember 
that the touleſt ations have not wanted ſpec1ous pretences; And 
if they who killed the Apoſtles did both pretend and intend to do 
God good ſervice, what marvell that they who engage againſt 
the Covenant pretend to engage for it. Neither is it to be forgot- 
ren, That after the firſt ſubſcription of our Nationall Covenant, 
thele who had the chiet hand! in managing publick affairs, and had 
ſubſcribed the Covenant, eſpecially the Duke of Zenox, and 
Captain Joreschen Earl of Array, in the years 1581, 1582, 1583, 
1584. whentheir deſigne was to ſubvert both the Doctrine and 
Dilcipline of this Kirk, yet gave great aſlurances by promiſes 
and Oaths to the contrary. Arthe Aflemblies 15 98, 1599, 1600. 
It was declared with many vows and atteſtations by the King, 
Stateſmen, and theſe Miniſters who were aſpiring to Prelacy, 
That they intended no ſ{uch thing as a change of the Government 
of the Kirk, or an introducing of Epiicopacy , yet they were 
really doing what rhey diſclaimed & profciled not todo. And fup- 
poſethat ſome who have an active hand in carrytng on the preſent 
publick affairs, have no deſign either to deſiroy Religion , or ut- 
terly to ſleight it : yer the way they are on, and work they are a- 
bout as it is contrived, doth of its felf, andin its own nature tend 
to the endangering , if not to the utter ſubverſion of Religion ; 
for it cannot be denyed, but the very undertaking of this War, 
{ers the once ſuppreſſed Malignants on work again, and ſucceſle 
therein puts them in a capacity to ſet up according to their princt- 
ples aboliſhed and abjured corruptions ; which vill bethe more 
hardly hindered, conſidering his Majeſties propeniton, and pro- 
feſled reſolution that way , Eſpecially ſeeing His Majeſties con- 
cellions (though it hath been often defired) have neyer been 


plainly declared unſacisfa&ory by the Parliament. And who in 


reaſon can think that any more then His Majeſties conceſſions ſent 
from the Ifle of Wight will be requized of him, by them who 
. thereupon have proceeded to this Engagement. The Kings nega- 
tive voice (aflerted inthe Papers of the Commilsioners of this 
Kingdom unto Ezz2/and, which are owned in the late Declaration 
ro the Kingdom of England, as the ſenſe of this Kingdom ) con- 
_{idered in relationto Religion makes the danger yer the greater 
and more palpable, yea, may reach further to ſhake and unſettle 
_ Religion eſtabliſhed in this Land ; It ro the premiſes this be added 
which is not only often declared,butalſo demanded, That his Ma- 
jeſtie be brought to one of his houſes in Honour, Freedom and 
Safcty, which may tnfer the admitting of his Majeſty to the free 
exetcile of his Royall power, before ſecurity had from him for 
Religion, or Application made to him for the ſame, who ſees not 
now what hazard Religion runs, certainly greater thena good in- 
_ tention can ſalve. | 
V I. That they do not miſtake, or miſunderſtand the nature of 
_ thetrue Reformed Religion,and of the Government of Jz $ws 
| Cur & $.TP 
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Cnxk1sr, aSif thereby either the Prerogative of Kings , Pri- 
viledges of Parl.amentsor Liberties of Burghs, and other Corpo- 
rations were any wayes hurt or weakened : whereas indeed Reli- 
gion 15the main pillar and upholderoft civill authority , or Magi- 
ſtracte, and it is the reſiſting, and not the receiving ofthe Govern- 
mentof Curtis r, which hath overturned civill powers, It 
the Throne be eſtabliſhed by righreouſneſle (as we are pliinly 
taught by rhe Word of G 0D) then it is overthrowne by unrighte- 
ouſneſle and iniquity. 

V II. That they beware of all things which may enſnare their 
conſciences,2s evil councell,evil company, falle informations, raſh 
promiſes , and eſpecially that they beware of taking any Oathes, 
ſubſcribing any Bonds , which may relate to the Covenant and 
Cauſeof G op, unlefle ſuch Oaths or Bonds be approved by the 
Generall Aſſembly or their Commiſsioners for the publique at- 
fairs of the Kirk. 

V ILL. That they donot caſt away their confidence , nor fink 
into deſpair, becaule of the preſent dangers and ditficalties,burt live 
by faich , waitefor better times , and continue ſtedfaſt as ſeeing 
him who is inviſible , firmly beleeving that {uch a courſe as :5nor 
of G 0» but againſt him, will come to naught. 

I X. To remember, thar as the violation of the Covenant by 
ſome in Ez71and doth not ſer us free from the obſervation thereof, 
and as no laws nor authority on earth can oblolve us from {o fo- 
lemn an obligation tothe moſt High G o» (wich not onely hath 
been profeſſed by this Kirk but in a Petition of the City of Lox- 
don, and in publique Teſtimonies of many ofthe Miniſtery of Eng- 
land ) So weare not acquired and aſſoiled from the obligation of 
our ſolemn Covenant , becauſe of the troubles and contuſtons of 
Che times ; But that in the worſt of times all thole duties , whers- 
unto by Covenant we oblige our ſelves , do till te upon us , tor 
we have {worn ( and muſt pertorm ir ) concerning that Cauſe and 
Covenant wherein we ſolemnly Engaged,7hat we ſhall all the dayes 
of our lives zealouſly and conflantly continue therein againſt all oppoſt- 
tion, and promove the ſame according to our power againſt all lets and 


Impediments whatſoever. And if againſt all lets and impediments 
whatſoever , rhcn the altering of the way of oppoſition , or of the 


kinde of impediraents doth not alcer the nature, or tye of the Co- 
venant,but we are obliged to all the duties therein contained. 

We doe allo exhort and charge in CurisrTs Namethe 
Prince of Paſtors , all the Miniſters within this Kirk , that in no 
wayes they be acceſfary to this {infull Ecgagement, but in all cheir 
conterences and reaſoning , eſpecially, in their publick Doctrine, 
they declare themſelves treely , and faithfully, as they would eſ- 
chew the wrath of GO D ,, due fora violated Covenant , and as 
they would eſcape the cenſures of the Kirk:and letall Presbyreries 
be watchful within their bounds,and carefully, wiſely ,and zealoul- 
ly to inflict Ecclefiaſtick cenſures. 

D2 Finally 
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Finally , we exhorrt all civill Jucicatories, and every one in- 
rruſted with power to manage the preſent affairs, Thar they 
would {eriouſly remember the ſtrict account they are to give be- 
forethe Judge of the quick and the dead , Coniidering deeply 
how tcarfull a thing it is ro oppreſle the coniciences of their bre- 
thren,either by prefling them to act where they finde no [atisfato- 
ry warrant,or by putting heavy preſſures upon them tor not at- 
ingaccording to their injun&ions, and eipectally thar they offer 
not to inſnare by new Oaths, or Bonds thote that make conſct- 
ence of the great Oath of their Solemn. Covenanr , and hitherto 
have proven faithiull and conſtant in promoving joyntly all the 
ends thereof. 

If this our faithfull warning finde favourable acceptance, fo that 
the grievous things already enacted,be no more profecuted and 
preſſed, we ſhall bleſie God who reigns in the Kindoms and Coun- 
cells of men : Bur if ir fall out otherwiſe ( as Godtorbid ) we have 
liberate our ſouls of the guiltinefle of this finial! way of Engage- 
ment, andof allrche mil. rics that ſhall enlne thereby upon this 
Kirk and Kingdom, And ſhall lament before the Lord that our la- 
bours have not as yer had the defied ſucceſie. Inrthe mean time, 
we dare not caſt away our confidence, but truſting inthe name ot 
the Lord, and ſtaying upon our God, ſhall by his grace and aſsi{t- 
ance continue ſtedfaſt in our Selemn Covenants, and faithfull in 
all the duties of our Calling, 


Auguſt1. 1648. Antemeridiem, Sef. XXII. 
The Generall Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Paper 


ſent from the Honourable Committee of K- 


{tates, of the Date luly 28. 1 6 4-8. 


Rn x, H E General Aſſembly having conlidered the Pa- 

YT RYp/5x per of the 28. of Fuly , deiivered tothem from 
gp ne Honourable Commirrce uf Eſtates, Do finde 
< that the firſt part thereof concerning the great 


Re © Offers made by the Parliament and Committee 
ELNOTY 


and reaſons are the ſame which were fully anſwered before, we 
wiſh 
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wiſh it had becn inſtanced when and where they were anſwered, 
tor we know no ſuch thing. 
Another refle&ion upon that former Paper of ours is thus ex- 

prefſed, That the Generall Aſſembly hatb proceeded to ſuch a Declarati- 

n before they had in an Ecc leſtaſtick way from clear teſtimonies out of 
the word of God or convincing of onr conſciences, demonſtrate the un- 
lawfulneſſe of the undertaking : Where we can lee no reaſon why 
ir ſhould ſeem fo very ſtrange to tne Honourable Committee, that 
the Generall Aſſembly hath iſo proceeded to a Declaration of their 
judgement concerning this buſineſlſe. For asit hath been no unuſu- 
all ching, bur very 01 dinary that approved Synods, both Provin- 
ciall, ' National, and Oecumenicall have declared their judgemear, 
without publiſhing the particular grounds & reaſons thereof from 
Scripture (a work more proper for full Tractates then for Syno- 
Cicall Decrees or Cannons.) Soit their Lordſhips had been plea- 
fed to attend (for many attended not) the late Parliamenr-Ser- 
mons mainly intended for their Lordſhips intormation ,. and had 
with mindes unprejudiced, hearkened thereunto, and ſearched in- 
ro all rhe Papers lately publiſhed in Priat by the Commilsion of 
the laſt Aſſembly, they might have been by the blelsing of God 
convinced from the Word of God of the unlawfulneſſe of the 
preſent Engagement. 

here are three things which may juſtly ſeem to us more ſtrange: 
One 5, That the Decl; aration of Parliament having given aſſurance 
1; this manner, We are reſolved not to inzage in any War before the 
neceſ5i;y and lawf fulneſſe thereof be cleared, {@ as all who are wel-af- 
fc ed -ay be {a tHfizd therewith ,, yer now they have ingaged in 
War without any [uch clearing of the neceſsity and lawtulnefſe 
there cet o; farisfaFion givento the wel-aftected. 

Ano thi cr 15, that although there are ſo great profeſsions and of - 
ters inthe 2 cenerall ro ſarisfie whar can be defired for the ſecuricy 
of Re his: 102, yet none of thole particulars deſired by the late 
Commilsion of the Kirk for the {ſecurity of Religion have been 
granted, WY ſhall here onely give inſtance in one of thoſe deſires, 
which was, that his Majeſties conceſsjons and offers concerning 
Religion F: enthome trom the Ile of 724, having been found by 


the ſaid Commilsion unſatisfactory & deſtructive rothe Covenant, 
mizuir be by rhe Parl. declared unſarisfactory to their Lordfhips. 


In this great point there hath been no fatisfaction given,onely ir 
Was lichely y touched in one clauſe of the Parliaments Declaration, 
and {o ) ambicuouſ] y expreſſed, as might ſuffer many interprerarti- 
ons, and alchouo! 1 this ambiguity was clearly laid open by the 
Commulſsioners of the laſt Generall Afembly in their Repreſen- 
ration ; yer to this day there hath been nothing publiſhed neither 
by rhe Parliament nor Committee of Eſtates to eive any clearer 
{atisfa&tion, by dilclaiming thoſe offers and conceſsions as unſa- 


risfactory 
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fatisfatory to the Parliament : So that this (if there were no 
more) gives us great cauſe to apprehend that there is a greater 
myſtery latentin that buſineſle then yer appeareth. 

A third thing which ſeemerh firangero us 15, Thar their Lord- 
ſhips defire of arguments from Scripture to prove the unlawful. 
neſle of this Engagement was not propounded to the Commilsi- 
oners of rhe laſt Aſſembly, before the emitting of the Declara- 
tion of Parliament, and before the Levies (when it had been moſt 
orderly and ſeaſonable) but is now propounded after publick Re- 
ſolutions and Declarations , yea nottill thoſe reſolutions are pur 
in actuall execution. 

However ſeeing their Lordſhips do now defire proofs from 
Scripture for the unlawtulnefle of the Engagement. 

We anſwer, That as joyning and concurring in this Engage- 
ment is unlawtull to all the wel-affected in this Kingdom , their 
conſciences being altogether unſatisfied in the lawfulneſle thereof, 
and as it is unlawfull in the manner of putting it in execution, 
being accompanied with ſo many injuries, oppreſsions, and cry- 
ing abominaions, and with ſo much perſecution of piety ; ſo ir 
is unlawfull in the own nature of it , and as it 1s ſtated upon 
the grounds of the Declarations of Parliament, and Committee 
of Eſtates. And this unlawiulneſle of the Engagement in it ſelf, 
we have demonſtrate in the Declaration herewith communicate to 
their Lordſhips , unto which we remit them for ſatisfaction in 
char point, and do not doubt bur their Lordſhips may be convin- 
ced thereby of the evil of their way, and thar ir is ſo fari irom be- 
ing a pious 8& neceſſary Engagement (as their Lordſhips are pleaſed 
ro call it) that it is a moſt unlawfull and ſinfull Engagement to be 
repented of, and for{aken by all that have any hand in it, as they 
defire to make their peace with God. And we heartily wiſhthar 
their Lordihips ſubſequent proceedings may be reall reſtimonies, 
tha: their calling for Scripture proofs was from areall defirero be 
informed and ecthied. | 

As to their Lordſhips other defire of our demonſtrating from 
the Word of God, that the Kirk hath intereſt in the vunder- 
rakings and Engagements in War, and what that intereſt is, We 


had thought this point to be without controverfie in this King- 
dom , not onely in reſpe& of Kirk and State, their joyning 


and co-operating (each in their proper ſphere) in the former 
Expeditions of this Kingdom into England , but alſo becauſe 
the very Conferences which have bcen between Committees 
of. Kirk and State concerning this undertaking and Engage- 
ment , doth -plainly Inppoſe an intereſt of the Kirk in ſuch 
attairs. 

If their Lordſhips mean any politick intereſt in ſuch un- 
dertakings , we claim no ſuch thing, it the meaning be of a 
Spirituall intereſt and {o far as concerneth the point of Con- 


icience, 
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ſcience , there can beno doubr thereof made oy {uch as do.-with 
David make the teſtimonies of the Lox» their Counſellers, 

Pſalm 119.24. And conſulr with G op as he uſedro do in un- 
dertaking War : Ir is alſo to be remembred that Foſhzua and all 
the Congregation of 7ſrael were commanded to go outand in 
at the word of Fliazer the Prieſt, who was to aske -ouncell of the 
Loxp forthem, Numb.27.28. Hath not the Word of God pre- 
ſcribed rothe Chriſtian Magiſtrate the Rules of a lawful{ War, 
And doth itnot belong to particular Miniſters, much morero 
the Aſſemblies of rhe Kirk, ro declare the minde of God from 
Scripture, for all forts of duties , and againſt all ſorts of fins. 

And if the preſent War be a caſe of conſcience, and alledged 
to be the moſt fit and neceſſary means for preſervation of Re- 
ligion , who ſeeth not that the Kirk hath an undoubted inte- 
reſt in reſolving and determining {uch acaſe of Conſcience from 
the word of God. This we ſhall onely adde, that whereas in the 
Parliaments Letter to the Presbyteries three inſtances were 
adduced by way of refle&tion upon the proccedings of the late 
Commiſſion , as medling with Civill matters in which they 
had no Intereſt , The Commiſion did in their Printed Vin- 
dication ſo clear from Scripturall gronnds their Intereſt in ſuch 
things, as their Lordſhips might have been eaſily ſatisfied in 
that point. We ſhall here onely mention one paſſage con- 
tzining a good and ſafe rule for ſuch Caſes, The Duties of 
the ſecond Table, as well as of the firſt, as namely , The 
Duties between King and Subje&. Parents and Children, 

Husbands and Wives, Maſters and Servants, and the like 
being contained in , and to be taught and cleared from the 
Word of God, are in that reſpe&, and ſo far as concerneth 
the point of Conſcience , a ſubject of Miniſteriall Doctrine, 
and in difficult caſes a ſubject of cognizance and Judgement. 
ro the Aﬀembiies of the Kirk. 


6 
4 


Eodem 


20 The General! Aſſembly, 164.8. 


Eodem die Poſtmeridiem, Seſl- AXII- 


APDeclaration and Exbortation of the Generall 
Aſſembly of the { hurch of Scotland , to their 
Brethren of Engl: ad. 


20 8S theneceſsity of preterving a1nhe underſtand- 
ſtanding and 1 autial confidence berwixz the 
Churches of Chriſt 3 in both Kingdoms con-, 
a ſtrains vs, forthe good acceprance and the fui- 
Urs m tble affections that the Declaratio: 1 of the laſt 
7D F7 Generall Aſle we met with in England from 
the Lovers of the Covenant and Nrolent Refor- 
mation, together with the many | Teſtimonie es that have of. I 
been oven anto the Truth in that Land, invites 2 and incourages us us 
to make known vnto our Brethren there, our ſenſe of rhe preſent 
condition of publick affairs, fo far as concerns Religion and the 
point . of Conſcience. 

The diſpenſation of God in ruling of the > ations, and in the. 
revolutions of his Providence towards them, 1s full of wonder 
inallcheearth; And we, who live inthis T{land, have canie to 
look upon it with ſpeciall obſ{crvation, in regard of that which 
concerns our ſelves. For many gener: tions heie & WO Kingcoms 
ſtood at odds and were the inſtruments O: MANY it jufferin ngs and 
calamities one £0 another, untill ar laſt the Lornp bavizg com- 
paſsion upon both, did unite them under one King 3 W his ich rear 

and long defired Bleſsing hath received {uch increaſe from our oe: 

ing united together in one League and Covenant as doth acc 
much to the 00d and happineſle of both N ns. Th ae 15 
itto be looked upon by all the Lovers of Truth and Peace in thelie 
Lands asa juſt ground of much thankſgiving and many praiſes 
unto G 0D, even inthe day of our greateſt calamity and atflictis 
on whatever befall , as we know no cauſe w hy we ſhould forger 
10 great a mcrcy or repent of 10 $900 < a Work. 

Bur as the common Enemies of theſe Kingdoms ſtudied by all 
mezns to keep them irom entring 13to that Covenant, 10 hath all 
their power and policy, now, for five years paſt, been iraployed 
to bring it to nought. : As ſoon as it had being the Popith, Prela- 
ticall and Malignant Party did bend all their forces againſt it + and 
when by rhe mighty hand of Gov they were ic atrered and 
brought to contulon, in their ſtead mood. up in Erglanda gene- 
ration who have perverted the Truth , and by turning afide into 
Errour have obſtructed the work of Reformation; and by forſa- 
king 


FI : 
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king of the Covenant, and forgetting of the Oat! of G O D, 
have brought a great reproach upon his Name, and made the 
Enemy tv blaipheme; whoſe vnthankfulneſſle and unſtedfaſtineſle, 
with the many provocations of theſe Lands, hath provoked the 
Lord again to raiſe out of the dult the horn of Maliznants, and to 
arm chem with ſuch power as 4s terrible to his People, and threa- 
tens his Work with ruine. And albeit, we acknowledge onr 
ſelves bound and are ſtill reſolved ro preſerveand defend his Ma- 
jeſties Perſon and Authority in the preſervation and defence of the 
true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms : Yer it is unto us 
matter of very great lorrow and griet that ſo many in our Land 
ſhould fo far joyn in Malignant. Deſignes, and that there ſhould 
be ſound amonglt us who have undertaken and are now putting in 
execution an unlawtull War for promoving their ends and oppo- 
ſing and making void (to far as in them lies) the Ends of the 
Covenant : Neverthelei!e in this we cannot bur rejoyce that they 
went not without a Witneſſe and a Warning diflwading them 
[0 90. 

And we deſire onr Brethren of Enzland to know , that as a 
very conſiderable number of the Members of the Parliament did 
diſſent from and proteſt againſt the proceedings of the major part 
in reference to this Engagement, ſo all the particular Synods and 
Presbyteries in this Kingdom, excepting ſome few, who by rea- 
ſon of their remoteneſle and ſhortneſſe of time had not the op- 
po1tunity , have moſt harmoniouſly joyned with and ſeconded 
th: Defires of the Commilsioners of the Generall Aſſembly for 
preventing ſo unlawfull a War: And now the Commiſſtoners our 
of allthe Provinces conveened in this Nationall Aſſembly, as at- 
rer an exact examination they have unanimouſly approved the 
proceedings of the Comnmilsioners of the former Aſſembly 
againſt that Engagement ; ſo have they emitted a Declaration to 
all the People of GO D inthis Land, ſhewing it ro be contrary 
ro GODS Word and to the ſolemn League and Covenant. Net- 
ther have Miniſters onely by their preaching, and Kirk Judicato- 
ries by their Petitions and Declarations given teſtimony againſt 
it ; but many others inthis Land alſo by ſupplicating the High 
and Honourable Court of Pa:liament for ſatisfaction to their 
Conſciences thereanenrc: and when jt could not be obtained, many 
have choſen rather to [uffer the ſpoiling of their goods with joy, 
then to fin agaiaſt GOD by complying with an evil courſe. And: 
many of the Officers of our former Army , who are of ſpeciall 
note for theirgood carriage and deſerving in the Cauſe of GOD, 
have rather chooled to quit their chargesthen to joyn in it - Nay, 
the wel-affeed, both Miniſters and People , as they do bearte- 
ſtimony againſt it before men, ſo groan ynder it before GOD. So 
that this character may juſtly be put upon it by all who ſhall ſpeak 
of it now orinafter Ages, Thatas it isa foul breach of the Co- 
E venant 
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venant under a pretence and profeſſion of being for the ends 0 the 
Covenant, {ſo being jcarrved on againſt the Con niciefices of rhe 
people, and contrary tothe moſt harizonious and univerſall Te- 
itimonies ot many Presbyreries and Synods that have been given 
againſt it, it i152 {inning with many Witneſſes, A parale It will 
| hardly be found in this or in any other Land wherein a publick 
finfull courle hath been carried on with to high a hand againſt the 
Conſciences of the People of God, and againſt fo many Warn- 
ings 0; the Servants of G O D, and gene! call oppoſition from the 
Tudicatories of the Kirk ; which yetisthe leſs to be wondred ar, 
becauſe the greateſt PArt of thoſe who have been moſt active in 
contriving and carrying on of the iame, were either once open E- 
nemies, or always ſecret underminers, Or indifferent and neutral 
inthe Cauſe of God. | 

Bur whatſoever be the falling away of ſuch, wefhall defire and 
do expect thar our Brethren in £2/and, who continue tahfull, 
may reſt confident of the generality of al fuch of this Kingdom 
as wereat firſt ative in promoting the Covenant and VWork of 
Reformarion,that chey are alſo ſtill ftaithfull in adhering thereunto, 
and walking after their former principles do reſolve to abide ſted- 
faſt and to hold faſt the bands of Brotherhood and union between 
theſe Kingdoms : Neither are we lefle confident of the like Re- 
{olutions and Aﬀections of our Brethren in Erzzlazd : The many 
Teſtimonies which the Truth and Cauſe of Curisr, the 
Covenant and Presbyteriall Government have Incly received 
from thar cloud of Witnefles of the Miniſtery in {eve:all Provin- 
ces and Counttes 07 that Kingdom, after the example of the wor- 
thy M.niftery of the City of Lozdon againſt the Errours of Tzde- 
pendency, CA nabaptiſm, CANtinomianiſm, CATminianiſm, Socinia- 
niſm, Familiſm, Livert iniſm, Sceptiſm, Eraſtianiſmi, and other new 
and dangerous Doctrines ipred and received amo: not many in that 
Nation; Asthey are unto us matter of great praiſe and hearty 
thankſoiving unto G O D, {o allo an evidence of the {- -afaſtnels 
of many 1n Enzland, andatoken tor go0d, and £ wide G.0O0T of 
hopethat the Lord will perfect his Work & + :3ng forth the Head 


ſtone of his Houſe in that Land. It ſhall bs the wifiom of each 


Nation to keep the golden path of tiuth and rightcouineile be- 


ewixt the crooked and corrupt wayes of Malignants apon the one 
hand 2nd SzRaries upon the other , and for each of the Na: tions 


{o to look upon another, as to Giftinouiſh betwizt the pievalcnt 
part and the better part, and berwixt triends and foes. 

We conceive it to be high time for both Nations to ſearch and 
try their ways and turn again tothe Loxy,thart he who bart: ! WOUn= 
ded us may heal us, and he who hath broken us may Þinde 1s up. 
The {tn of both hath been the departing from the rule of the Co» 
venant, 2nd that we did not truſt God for the pericting of his 
Work, walking by the rule of piety, but rook our ſelves 9 hu 

raane_ policies, "and endeavoured to carry it on by alle 


worldly 
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worldly means. For as Scotland did roo much connive at and com- 


ply with Malignants, which is the immediate and neereſt cauſe of 
all our preſent troubles and diſtraftions , ſo England negleRing to 
hold faſt the truth and to ſubmit themſelves to the Government 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo clearly held forth by the pious and learned A\- 
{embly of Divines, did connive at many abominable Blaſphe- 
mies and Errours, and complying with Sectaries, gave way to 
their wicked Toleration:Neither is it the leaſtpartof the ſin ot bath 
Lands,that they have more minded the outward then the inward 
Reformarion,-the erecting of the outward Fabrick of GODS 
Houſe, then the providing furniture for it by advancing the power 
of the Goſpel, that his glory may be {een in his Temple. Be- 
cauſe of theſe things 15 there great wrath from the Loxy againſt 
theſe Kingdoms, and his controverhie (hall be continued untill we 
really turn away from our crooked paths. Therefore as we wiſh 
that none of this Land may flatter themſelves ia their evil wayes, 
bur repent and amend; ſo we deſire our Brethren of England to con- 
ſider what hath been the barter !ruits of their flow progreſle in and 
negle& of the Work of Reformation, and of their connivance at 
and complying with Sectaries, and to do no more fo, but that 
whatſoever is commanded by the God of heaven, it be diligently 
done for the Houſe of the God of heaven. 

We truſt that the Parliament of Ezgland will be wiſe to remem- 
ber and conſider the great mercies of God towardsthem in delive- 
ring them from all their Enemies,and the many opportunities put 
into their hands for advancing aad eſtabliſhing the work of Re- 
tormation ; fornegle& whereof God hath now again threatened 
tO lifr up their Enemies above them, that he may once more prove 
what they will do for his Name, and for ſerling the order of his 
Houſe. God forbid that they ſhould run from one extream to ano- 
ther, from compliance with Series to compliance with Ma- 
lignauts, and hearken to terms of an unlafe and finfull Peace, We 
cannot but abhor the purpoles of any who minde the ſubverſion 
of Monarchical Government, which we heartily wiſh to be pre- 
ſerved and continued in his Majeſties Perſon, and Poſtert- 
ty; and we do no lefle diſlike the Practiſes of thoſs who 
deal ſo hardly with his Majeſties Perſon, earneſtly deſiring 
chat he were in the condition he was into by the advice of both 
Kingdoms betore he was taken away by a party of Sir Thomas 
Fairfax Arwy ; nor are we againſt the reſtoring of the King to 
the exercile of his power in aright order and way. Yet conſidering 


whatgreatexpence of blood and pains theſe Kingdoms have been 


at for maintaining t heir juſt Liberties and bringing the Work of 
Retormarion this length; And conſidering his Majeities great 
averſnefle from ſerling Reformation of Religion,and his adhering 
ſtill ro Epiſcopacy ; Wetruſt that ſecurity will be demanded and 
had from his Majeſty for Religion , before he be brought to one 


- of his Houſes in orneer abour Zoxdon, with Honour , Freedom 
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and ſafety. And conſidering of what importance the ſolemn 
Leaguc and Covenant is unto all che intereſts of both Kingdoms 
concerning their Religion, Liberties and Peace, to make an agree- 
ment without eſtabliſhing of it, were noronly to rob theſe Na- 
tions of the bl:\{lings they have already attained by it, but to 0- 
en a door to letin all the corruptions that have been forme! ly in 
the Kirks of God in thele Lands, and all the abuſes and uſurpari- 
ons that have been4n the Civill Government, and again to divide 
theſe rwo Kingdoms that are now io happily unired and conjoyn- 
ed : And therefore as we wiſa that all mil-underſtandings berwixr 
the Nations , and betwixt the King and his people inay be remo- 
ved,that there may be a happy and laſting Peace,fo that chere may 
beno agreement without eſtabliſhing and enjoyning the Covenant 
in all theſe three Kingdoms ; and that for this end God would 
vive wiidom. to all thatare incruſted inthe managing of publick 
affairs that they may ſealonably diſcover and carefully avoid 
all ſnares which may be laid ether by Sectaries, or Malignants, 
or both , under colour of a Treaty of Peace. And we are confi- 
dent, through the Lord, that all the obſtructions and oppoſi- 
tions, by which his work has beenretarded and interrupted in this 
Ifland,ſhall not onely be taken our of the way,bur ſhall rurn torhe 
advantage and furtheranceot itatlaſt. The onely wife God can 
and willbring about his holy purpoſes by unlikely,yea by contrary 
means : And God forbid that either our Brethren of Zzelazd or 
our {elves ſhould give way to deſponcency of iptrit, and caſt away 
the hopes of that ſo much prayed for and fo much withed for Re- 
formacion of Relizion, and Uniformiry in ail tize parts thereof ac- 
cording to the Covenant: And now 1t is our hearts defire and 
prayer to God, that amidſt the many trials and tentaticns of theſe 
times, none of the ſervants of God and witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt 
may be deſerted , or left ro themſelves to comply ether with the 
Malignan: party upon the one hand, or witi Sectaries upon the 
other. Brethren pray for us, and the God of all grace , who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory, after that ye have {uffered a while, 
make you perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen and fertle you. 


Aug uſt 
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| Auguſt 2. 1648- Antemeridiem, Sefl. XXIV. 


Anſwer to the Letter of the Reverend Alſem- 
bly of Divines in England. 


Right Hononrable , Right Reverend and wel-belowed in 
our LORD, p 


, of his patience now inthele times, when many 
Sy depart from the Faith, giving heed to feducing 
I Seye.-4 vpirits ; As allo, thar he who hath founded 
JJYLPSEPES Zn, hath been pleaſed,by our Covenant ſworn 
roche moſt hizh God, to lay the hopetull foundation of a glort- 
ous Work in theſe three Kingdoms, to unite his Peopie therein, 
as one ſtick in the hand of the LO RD. 
| Wecannor but acknowledge to the Honour and Glory of the 
; Lord, Wonderiull ;n counſell and excellent in working, that hee 
hath ſtronely united the ſpirits of all the godly in this Kingdom, 
and ot his Servants in the Miniſtery , firſt inthe ſeverall Presby- 
reries and Synods, and now inthis Nationall Aﬀlembly,in an una- 
nimuns and conſtant adhering to our firſt Principles and the So- 
lemn League 2nd Covenant, And particularly in giving ateftimo- 
ny againſt the p:efent unlawtull Engagement in War: Yet it leem- 
eth good rotae LOR D who hath his Firetn Zo» and Furnace 
in 7-rra{alem, for the purging of the veſſclsot his houſe to ſufier 
many adverſaries to ariſe with violence to obſtruct and ftop this 
oreat and effectuall door , which the Lord hath opened unto ns. 
But we know that he openeth, and no min ſhurtrerh, and ſhutteii, 
and no man openeth : yea, he will cauſe them who lay they ate 
forthe Covenant and are not,but are Enemies thereto,and do afſo- 
ciate with Malignants oz Sectaries, to acknowledge thar God hath 
loved us,8 thathis truth is in us & with us. And now deatly belo- 
ved, ſeeing the Lord hath kept youtogether lo many years, when 
the bartel of the Warriour hath been with confuſed noiſe, and gar- 
ments rolled in blood, the Lord alſo firring as a refiner to purifie 
the Sons of Lev, and bleſsing you with unity and ſoundnefle in 
the Faich, we aie confident you will not ceaſe to give a publick 
reſtimony for Chriſt , both againſt Se&aries and all Seducers, 
who prophecis lies in the nameot the LORD, and againſt Ma- 
lignants and Incendiaries (the Prelaticall and Popiſh Faction) 
 whonow again beſtir themſelves to hold up the rotten and totter- 


ing throne of Antichriſt , and are (whatever they pretend) He 
| real 
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reall enemies of Reformation: As alſo, that as the Embaſſadors 
of Feſus Chriſt and his Watchmen, you will give ſeaſonable war- 
ning to the Honourable Houſes of Parliament, that now (after 
the loſſe of the opportunity of ſo many years) they would, in 
rheir places, repair the Houſe of the L OR D, thar lyeth ſo long 
deiolate, and promove the work of Reformation and Unitormiry 
according to the Covenant. 

For it the Honourable Houſes of Parliament had timely made 
uſe of that power, which God had put in their hands for {upprel- 
ſing of Sectaries, and hadraken a ſpeedy courie for ſetling of Pres- 
byreriall Government, (a ſpeciall and effectuall means appointed 
by God ro purge his Church from «ll ſcandals in Doctrine and 
Practiſe) Then had not the inſolencie of that party arifen to ſuch 
a height, as to give occaſion tothe Malignants of both Kingdoms 
to juſtifie and bleſſe themſelves in their old oppoſition ro the 
work of Reformation, and to encourage one another, to new and 
more dangerous attempts ; Neither had the Malignant party ever 
grown fo ſtrong inthis Kingdom, if rhe SeCtaries had nor been 
connived at in EnG1rand; For their prime pretence 
(for their preſent tifing in Armes) 15, that they may ſuppreſs 
the Sectaries, and vindicatethe King from that bate cond:tion, un- 
co which he is brought by that party: Yer thele do not wiſely, 
nor well, who avoiding or oppoling Secariſme, iplit themſelves 
upon the rock of Malignancy, and by taking that party by the 
hand now, do own all the cruelty , bloodſhed and other ungodly 
and unjuſt Acts, which they have done f{ince the beginning of this 
Reformation. And as we take thankfully your teſtimony of our 
ſteiring ſo ſteady andeven a courſe between the dangerous rocks 
of Prophaneſſe and Mal:gnancy on the one hand , and of Errour, 
Schiſme, Hereſie and Bla'pheme on the other hand ; So werruſt 
ye will not ceaſe to give teſtimony againſt both thele evils, and re- 
preſent the ſame to the Honourable Houſes of Parliaiment, as you 
ſhall have fic occaſion ; And that you will gravely warne your dif- 
ſenting Brethren what a door they keep open for Errors and 
Hereſfies, by their tenet of Independency ; Whereby they leave 
no means of Authoritative Ecclefiaſtick Suppreſston of Er- 
rours; If an Independent Congregation will pleaſe to own them. 
Wealſo are confidentthat you will be rermembrancers to thar fa- 
mous City of London, and the whole Kingdom, of their Engage- 
menttothe LO RD, in the ſolemn League and Covenant: Nor 
will we ſuffer our ſelves to believe that the wel-afte&ed in the 
Houſes of Parliament , In the City of London, and throughour 
that whole Kingdom will agree or haiken to the motions of any 
ſuch Treaty of Peace, as leaves out the beſt ſecurity for Religion, 
the Cauſe of G O D, and the {ſolemn League and Covenant, 
Thus deſiring the continuance of your Prayers to God for us, in 
this hour of temptation; and promiling (through kis grace and 
ſtrength) 
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[trength) to continue in prayers for you, We commit youto the 
infinite Wifdom , Power, Goodnefle, and Faithfulnefſe of our 
blefled G O D and Father in Chriſt, in whom we ate 


3 


2. Auguſt 1648. Your very loving and affectionate 
Brethren to ſerve you, 
Direct, The Miniſters and Elders con- 
To the Right Honourable, veenedinthe G zxnxRAL 
and Right Reverend the As$szmzLy of the Kirk 
Aſſembiy of Divines in of Scotl ayd, 


Enzland now aflembled 
at weſt minſter, 


Eodem die Poſtmeridiem, Sel: XXV- 


7 be Humble Supplication of the Generall A/- 
Jembly, Tothe Right Honourable the Com- 
mittee of Eſtates. 


* 


0 am; >» ereas the High and Honourable Court of Par- 


Lk 


/% of the date Fune 10. 1648, And we having 
SIN A &; tound after ſuch examination and tryall, as 1s 
SIPS DE competenttothe Servants of GOD in an Ec- 
clefiaſtick way , that the ſame 1s a ſnare to the 
Conſciences ofthe People of GOD inthis Land to involvethem 
M guiitineſle, and to draw them from their former principles and 
Vows in the {olemn League and Covenant, as doth more fully 
appear in our Act concerning the ſame herewith preſented unto 
your Lordſhips. Theretore from our zeal tothe glory of GOD 
and tender care of the ſouls committed unto us, and for our ex- 
oneration, As we do ſeriouſly exhore that your Lordſhips 
would be ſenſible of the guilt rhar you have already brought up- 
on your ſelves. and others, by mjoyning and urging that ſub- 
{cription, $0 we do earncſtly and in the bowels of Feſws Chriſt 
intreat, That your Lordſhips would take ſuch order and courle as 
that it may be no further preſſed upon the people of G O D 
rhroughour the Land. | 
Ard becauſe the people groan under the violence and oppreſ- 
fion of Otficers and Souldiers in their Quarterings or otherwiſe 
throuzhourall the corners of the Countrey (which as it hath aſ- 
{icended into the ears of the Loxp of Hoſts, ſo we doubt not 
but it is come to your knowledge) We conceive it to be incum 
ent 
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bent to us to repreſent the ſame to your Lordſhips, beſeeching 
and obreſting you that as you would not defire that the Loxp 
ſhould viſit becauſe of theſe things, you would think upon an et- 
fectuall remedy for puniſhing and redreſsing whart is paſt, and pre- 
venting the like in time coming. 

And whereas by an Act and inhibition of your Lordfhips, The 
Liberty of Printing being one of the Kirks Priviledges confirmed 
by Parliament is reſtrained, Therefore we intreat thar the inhibi- 
tion upon the Printers may be taken off. 

Andnow having condiſcended upon a Declaration to all rhe 
Members of this Kirk concerning preſent dangers and duties, We 
do in all humility offer the ſame ro your Lordſhips (together with 
our Anſwer to the Paper laſt ſent ro us from your Lordſhips) pro- 
feſsing in the fight oft G O D (whole Servants we are) that we 
have walked herein according to the rule of his Word, and have 
nothing before our eyes bur his Glory, and the well of his People; 
And therefore intreats your Lordſhips, that you would fertouſly 
ponder the ſame withour prejudice, and as you delire to be com- 
torted in the day of your accompts, to make right ule of the light 
that is holden forth therein from Gods Word. 


Auguſt 3. 1648. Antemeridiem,Sell. XXVI. 


Act for cenſuring «Miniſters for their ſilence, 
and not ſpeaking to the corruptions of the 
tHme, 


PR JWPDOQH EE Generall Aſſembly, taking to their ſerious 
RK [a conſideration, the grear ſcandals which have 
1 (4,029 lately encreaſed, partly chrough ſome Miniſters 


{/ Ne z their reſerving and not declaring of themſelves 
/ 


WM 
Z4 through the ſpite, Malignity, and inſolency of 


Vi Pm L, : > ” 
17s; againſt the prevalent fins of the times , partly 
DS UM a2 


othets againſt ſuch Miniſters as bave faithfully and freely repro- 
ved the Sins of the times without reſpec of perſons, Do there- 
tore tor preventing and removing ſuch ſcandals hereafter, Ap- 
point and Ordain, that every Miniſter do by the word of Wiſdom 
apply his Doctrine faithfully againſt the publick Sins and Cor- 
ruptions of rheſe times, and particularly againſt the Sins and 
Scandals in that Congregation wherein he lives, according to 
the Ac of the General! Aﬀembly 1596. revived by the A(- 
ſembly at Glaſgow 1638. Appointing that ſuch as ſhall be 
found not applying their Doctrine to corruptions, which is the 
Paſtorall gifr, cold, and wanting of Spirituall zeal, fatcerers 


and 
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and diſſembling of publick fins,and eſpecially of great Perſonages 
intheir Congregations, that all ſuch perſons be cenſured accord- 
ing to the degree of their faulcs and continuing therein be depri- 
ved; Andaccording to the Act of the Generall Aſſembly 1646. 
Seſſ. 10. That beſide all other ſcandals, filznce, or ambiguous 
ſpeaking inthe publike Cauſe, much more detraQing and dif- 
affected ſpeeches be ſeaſonably cenſured: As therefore the Errours 
and exorbitancies of Sectaries in Ezzland are not to be paſſed in fi- 
lence, but plain warning to be given of the danger of ſo near a 
contagion, that people may beware of it, and ſuch as negle® this 
duty to be Cenſured by their Presbyreries, So it is thought fir and 
Appointed by the Aſſembly, contorm to the foreſaid Acts, Thar 
the main currentot applications in Sermons may run along againſt 
the evils that prevail at home,and namely againſt the contempr of 
the Word, againſt all profaneſle, againſt rhe preſent defeQtion 
from the League and Covenant, againſt the unlawtull Engage- 
ment in War, againſt the unlawfull Band and Declaration of the 
date of the 10. of Fu»e ordained tobe ſubſcribed by all the Sub- 
jets, and other unjuſt Decrees eſtabliſhed by Law, againſt the 
Plorsand PraCtiſes of Malignants, and againſt the Principles and 
Tenents of Eraſtianiſm, which ſpread among divers in this King- 
dom ; Forthe better confutation whereof, it is hereby Recom- 
mended to the Miniſtery ro ſtudy that point of controverſie well, 
that chey may bethe more able co ſtop the mouths of gainſayers : 
Tis alſo hereby Recommended to the ſeverall Presbyteries and 
Provinciall Synods , that they make ſpeciall enquiry and rriall 
concerning all the Miniſtery in their bounds, And it any be found 
r00 ſparing generall, or ambiguous in the*foreſaid applications 
and reproots that they be ſharply rebuked, dealt with, and warned 
to amend under the pain of ſuſpenſton from their Miniſtery ; And 
it after ſuch warning given theyamend nor,that ſuch be ſuſpended 
by Presbyteries, and in caſe of their negligence by the Synods till 
the next Generall Aſſembly, But if there be any, who do negie& 
and omit ſuch applications and reproofs, and continue in ſuch ne- 
pligence after aamonitionand dealing with them , they areto be 
cited, and after due triall of,the offenceto be depoſed , for being 
pleaſers of men rather then ſervants of Chriſt, tor giving themſelves 
to a deteſtable indifterency or neutrality in the Cauſe of God,and 
for defrauding the ſouls of people, yea for being highly guilty of 
the blood of ſouls in not giving them warning : Much more are 
{uch Miniſtersto be.cenſured wich Depofition trom their Miniſtry 
who preach forthe lawfulnes or pray for the ſucceſs of the preſent 
unlawfull Engagement, or that go along with the Army them- 
ſelves, or who ſubſcribe any Bands or take any Oaths not appro- 
ved by the General Aſſembly or their Commilsioners, or by their 
counſcl,countenance or approbation make themſelves acceſſory pp 

rhe 
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thetaking of ſuch Bands and Oarhs by others:Ic isto be underſtood 
thatif any Miniſter preach in defence of or pray for the ſucceſſe 
co the Sectaries in England , he is likewayes to be cenſured by de- 
poſition. And this we adde as a generall rule to be obſerved on 
both hands, bur nor as it we had found any of the Miniſtery of 
this Kingdom to be favourers of the Sectaries in England. 

And im caſe any Miniſter for his freedom in preaching, and 
taithfull diſcharge of his conſcience ſhall be inthe face of the 
Congregation or elſewhere upbraided , railed at, mocked, or 
threarened, or if any injury or violence be coneto his perſon, or 
any ftop and diſturbance made to him in the exerciſe of his Mini- 
fteriall calling, The Presbyterie of the bounds ſhall forthwith 
enter in proceſle with the offender,and whoever he beCharge him 
ro fatisfte the Dilcipline of the Kuk by publick Repentance, 
which it any do not, orrefuſe ro do, Tharthen the Presbyrerie 
proceed to Excommunication againſt him ; Inall which Presby- 
reries and Synods are to give an account of their diligence : And 
the Aflembly Appoints this Act to be intimate inthe ſeveral Con- 
ercgations of this Kirk. 


Auguſt4. 164.8. Poſtmeridiem, Sefl. XXIX. 


Overtures concerning the education of the Hie- 
land Boys in the Province of Argyle. 


N71is 'day the report following being made from the 
Commirtee concerning the education of Hie-land 
Boys in Areyle, viz. 
* The Committce conſideving the Bill remitted by the 
% Generall Aſſembly to us concerning the Hie-laud 
Boys (wboare 2iven up to be fourty in number of good [pi- 
rits and approven by the Province of Argyle) Do humbl 
think thas four of them who are ready for the Colledge ſhould 
be recommended to the Univerſities to get Burſes on in every 
Colledne. As forthe reſt of the 40. whoare tobe brouzht up 
at Grammar Schools, The Committee thinks that if the ſaid 
4 ſhould 'be ſcattered thronzh the Kingaom they ſhould 
0 


os 


loſe the Iriſh languaze, and ſothe Aſſembly ſhall fail of their 


purpoſe to make thew uſefull forthe Hie-lanas : And there- 
fore do humbly conceive that it were fitting that every Conere- 
gation pay 'yearly fourty ſhillings Scots for maintaining the 
{aid Boys at Schools in Glaſgow, or in other places where 
many of them may be together accepted of, and that the mone 

be bronghtin yearly to the Generall Aſſembly by the Commil. 
{cioners of Presbyteries, and that Presbyteries auement or di- 


miniſh 
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miniſh the {aid proportion according to the ability of every 
Congregation. | 
The Aſſembly having conſidered the foreſaid Report, Ap- 
proves the firſt Overture, And recommends Colin Campbell tothe 
Univerſity ot Aberdeen, Dancan Campbell to Edinburgh , Patrick 
Campbell to Glaſgow, Zacnary CMaccullum to St. Leonards Calledge 
in St. Anarews: AS 2i!0 Approve the ſecond Overture, ſeriouſly 
Recommending to Presbyteries, That the {aid fourty ſhillings be 
_ collected carctuily and lent to Glaſgow, And the Miniſters of Glaſ- 
gow ſhall appoint {ome ſufficient man in that Town to receive the 
{aid Collection from Presbyreries, And to rake charge of the 
boording and entertainment of the faids Boys in Glaſzow at 
Schooles , and they ſhall ſend in the names of the Boys 
with a Certificare of their proficiency yearly to the Generall 
Aſſembly : And this Colle&ion ſhall onely endure for the 
ſpace of twelve years. 


Auguſt. 1648, Antemeridiem, Seſl- XXX- 


Explanation of the fifth Article of the Over- 
tures concerning Appeals paſt in the 4ſ- 
ſembly, 164.3. 


YC 01 ne Generall Aſſembly for clearing the ſenſe of 
2g one filth Article of the Overtures concerning 
By - 7@20 Appealsinthe Aſſembly, 1643. Seſ.2. Do De- 
ir WP}, clare,thatit Appellations, Pot latam ſententiam 
©8302 be not preſented tothe Judicatory whenthe ſen- 


KL rence is pronounced : The patty -ſhall chen 1m- 


Eodem 
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AF diſcharging depoſed or ſuſpended Miniſters 
from any exerciſe of the «Mimiſtery, or 
medling with the ſtipend. 


HE Generall Aſſembly con{idering that accord- 
ingt9 the ancient pracite and order of this Kirk, 
%2®) the Cenſure of Suſpenſion and Depoſition of 
IT Miniſters is both 4b officio and a Leneficio, as is 
alio acknowledged by the 20. Ac of tlie Parlia- 
ment, Anno 1644. And that the continuance of 
ſuſpended or depoſed Miniſters in the exerciſe 
of the Miniſtery or in the poſſeſsion of their ſtipend hath been 
and oughtto be accompted and cenſured as a greet contempr of 
the Authority and Cenſures of the Kirk, Conſidering alſo thar 
the continuance of depoled Miniſters in the poſſeſsion of the ſti- 
pend, is agreart prejudice and obſtruction to the planting of the 
vaiking Kirk,and to the ſervice of God there. Therefore do de- 
clare arid Ordain, That whoſoever after. the ſentence of Depo- 
fition'pronounced againſt them, Do either exerciſe any part of the 
Miniſteriall calling in che places they formerly ſerved in,or elle- 
whete, or do poſleſſe, meddle, or intromer with the ſtipend or 
other benefits whatſoever belonging to thele Kirks they ſerved 
at , They ſhall be proceeded againſt with Excommunication ; 
And if any fulpended M.nifter during . his ſuſpenſion , either 
exerciſe any part of the Miniſteriall Calling, or intromet with the 
Stipend, that he be Depoled, And after depoſition, continuing in 
either of theſe faults, That he be proceſied with Excommunt- 
cation; Bur prejudice always to them of their ſtipend reſting tor 
by-gone ſervice, and of any recompence due for building or re- 
pairing of the Manſe according to the ordinary praRtile. And 
the Aſſembly recommends to Prezbyteries ſerioutly ro be care-. 
_ Zull of the putting of this Act in execution. 


Auguſt 
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The eAſſemblies Declaration of the falfhood 
and forgerie of a lying feandalons P am- 
phlet put forth under the name of their Re- 
verend brotber Maſter Alexander Hen- 
derion after hi death. 


P(apP 22H E Generall Allembly of this Kirk having ſeen 

NT 2/9 yp a Printed Paper, Intituled, The Declaration of 
k - xe Mr. Alexander Henderion principall Mint- 
XEP ſter of the Word of G 0 D at Edinburgh and chief 
Lp Commaſsioner from the Kirk of Scotland to the Par- 
274 liament and Synod of England made upon his death - 
| bed, And taking into their ſerious conſideration 
how many groſle lies and impudent calumnies are herein contain- 
ed; Our of the tender reipe&t which they do bear ro his name 
(which ought to be very precious to them and all poſterity, for 
his faithfull ſervice in thegreat Work of Retormarion in theſe 
Kingdoms, wherein the L o « Þ was pleaſed to make him eminent- 
ly inſtrumentally and leſt chrough the malice of fome, and igno- 
rance of others rhe ſa1d Pamphlet ſhould gain belief among the 
weaker ſort, They have thought fic ro make known and declare 
concernins the lame as followeth, 

That after due ſearch and trya!l they do finde that their worthy 
brother Maſter Alexander Henderſon d1d from the time of his 
coming from Londonro Newcaſtietill the laſt moment ot 1:15 de- 
parcure our of this lite upon all occaſions rnanifeſt the conſtancy 
of his judgement rouching the Work of Reformarion in th=le 
Kingdoms ; Namely, in all his diſcourſes and conferences with 
his Majeſty, and with his Brethren who were employed with him 
in the ſame Truſt ar Newcaſtle, In his Letters rothe Commils10- 
ners at Loyxdon , and particularly in his laſt diſcourſe ro his Maje- 
ſtie ar his departing from Newcaſtle , being very weak and greatly 
decayed in his Naturall ſtrength. When he was come from New- 
caſtle by Seato th.s Kingdom ,he was in ſuch a weak worn and iail- 
ed condition, as it was evident to all who ſaw him, that he was 
not able to frame any ſuch Declaration, for he was ſo ſpent that he 
died within eight dayes after his arrivall; And all that he was able 
ro ſpeak in that time did clearly ſhew his judgement of,and aftectt- 
on to the Workof Reformation and Caule of God, to be every 


way the ſame then, that it. was in the beginning and POE. 
chereo 


the tryall of Presbytertes. 
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thereof, as divers Reverend Brethren who viſited him have decla- 
red tothis Aſſembly and particularly two Brethren who conſtant- 
ly attended him from the time he came home £1] 11s breath expi- 
red. Afurtherteſtimony may be brought from a ſhort Confeſsion 
of Faith under his hand found amongſt his Papers, which 15 ex- 
preſſed as his laſt Words, wherein among other metcies he decla- 
reth himſclt moſt of all obliged tothe grace and goodneſſe of God for 
callinz him to believe the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and for exalting hin 
to bea Preacher of them to others, and tobe a willing though weak, in- 
ſtrament in this great and wonderfull work of Reformation, which he 
earneſtly beſeecheth the Lord to bring to 4 happy concluſion. Other rea- 
ſons may be added from the levity of the ſtile and manitcſt ab- 
ſurdities contained in that Paper. Upon conſideration of all which 
this Aſlembly doth condemn the ſaid Pamphlert as forged, ſ{can- 
dalous, and falſe, And further Declare the author and contriver of 
the ſame to be void of charicy and a good conſcience, anda grofle 
Ilyar and calumniator led by the Spirit of the accuſer ot the 
Brethren. 


At for taking the Covenant at the firſt re- 
cetving of the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
per, and for the receiving of it alſo by all 
Students at their firſt entry to Colledges. 


AH E Generall Aſſembly according to former re- 
& commendations, Deth Ordain that all young 
Students take the Covenant ar their firſt entry 
ro Colledges ; And that hereafter all Perſons 
whatſoever take the Covenant at their firſt recei- 
ving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper : Requi- 
ring hereby Provinciall Aſſemblies , Presbyteries and Univerſi- 
ties to be carefull that this At be obſerved, and accomptthereof 
taken in the viſitation of Univerbries and particular Kirks, and in 


& 
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Eodem die Poſtmeridiem, Sel. XXXI.. 


eAt concerning Presbyteries maintaining of 
Burſars. 
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Auguſt 9. 1648. Antemeridiem S,XXXV. 


Act for dis-joyning the Presbytery of Zetland, 
from ihe Provinciall Synod of Orkney and 
Cathnes. 


$$$$$$$$#SAE General Aſſembly now after exact tryal, finding 


B20  & 


ZOZACE thai the Presbytery of Zetlazd cannot meet with. 
ON! PEN, -” . y . « 

oy 8 & the Provincial of Cathnes & Orknayto which it was 
© 2 &# adjoyned by an A of the Aflembly 1646.Seſl.11 


S 4$45 $d&þ And that the allowance and diſpenſazjon granted 

in the preceding Aflembly for the halfe of their 
number to keep the meetings of the ſaid Provinciall cannot be 
obſerved in reſpec of the great diſtance of that Ifle by'ſea from 
the land, and che dzngerouſneſs of the ſeas there, and of the pal - 
ſage through them, Therefore after hearing the patties intereſſed 
and ſerious dsl:beration of the matter, The Aflembly doth hereby 
Dis- joyn thePresbytery of Zetland from the Provincial of Cathnes 


 &0rkzay, And Declares for theſe reaſons, That the laid Presbytery 


i5t0 be hereafter ſubordinate immediately ro the Generall Afſem- 
bly, For which cauſe, their Commiſſoners are to be ſent to 
each Generall Aſſembly the more carefully, And it is hereby Re- 
commended to them that they fend to the next Aſlembly a par- 
ticular information of the quality and condition of all rhejr Kirks 
according to the direction of the ad of the preceding Aſſembly 
Scfl. 27. Entizuled an a for preffing and furthering the plant- 
ing of Kirks. Aug. 
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Overtures for the Remedies of the prievonus 
and common Sins of the Land in this pre- 
ſent time. 
| ; of being conſidered, The following Remedies of theſe 
Sins were propounded. : 
Civill Remedies. 
For the preſent, untill the Overtures prepared to be preſented to 
the Parliament, It is to be Recommended to every Conzrezation to 
make uſe of the 9. At of the Parliament 1645. at Perth , for ha- 
ving Maziſtrates and Fuſtices in every Congregation , and of the 
8. Ai of the ſaid Parliament againſt Swearing , Drinking axd 
mocking of Piety, and all other Aits of Parliament for reſtraining 
or puniſhing of Vice ;, particularly for the better reſtraining of the 
fin of Whoredom that each Magiſtrate in every Congregation exact 
and make compt to the Seſsion of fourty pounas for each Fornicatour 
and Fernicatrix, of an hundreth Merks for each one of their relapſe 'a 
in Fornication, of an hunlreth pounds for each Adulterer and Adul- 
tereſs according to evpreſs As of Parliament which is fo be exatted 
of theſe who may pay it, and the diſcretion of the Magiitrate us to 
modifie it according to the ability or inability of each Delinquent, 
Domeſtick Remedies. 
I. Letcare be taken of conſcionable receiving of ſervants , that 
they have teſtimonials of their honeſt behaviour : 4nd let all ſuch 
#7 EVE teſtimonials take heed that theſe to whom they give them, be 
free of ſcolding, ſwearing, lying and ſuch like more common ſits, 
as well as fornication, adultery, drunkenneſſe and other groſſe and 
bainous evils , let the ordinary time of giving Teſtimonials be in 
face of Seſsion: And if an extraordinary exigent be : let it be gi- 
ven by the Miniſter with conſent of the elder of the bounds, wherein 
_...._ the perſon c raving the Teſtimoniall hath reſided ; If they have fallen C | 
or relapſed in ſcandalons ſins, let their Teſtimoniall bear both their | 
fall and Repemtance, | 
2. Letcare be had that the Worſhip of God be pradtiſed , and Diſ- 
cipline exerciſed in Families, accoraing to the Diredory for Family 
Wor (hip In all things 45 was appointed in the General Aſſembly x 647. MA 
ef pectally in the Miniſters conſtant Catechizing of the Family, and 
in the performance of the Duties of the Sabbath by all the mem- 
bers thereof. A 
3+ Let perſons io be married and who have children to be bap- 
tized 


H E Sins of the Land and the Cauſes and occaſions there- 
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tized, who are very rude and ignorant, be ſtirred up andexhorted, 
as at al! times, (0 eſpecially at that time, toattain ſome meaſure of 
Chriſtian knowledge inthe grounds of Religion , that they may give 


zo the Miniſter, beſore tbe Elder of the Bounds wherein they live, 


ſome accompt of their knowledze, that ſo they may the better teach 
their family and train up their children. 


4+ Let every family th at hath any in it that can read , have a 


Bible and a P[alm-'Zook, and make uſe of them , and where none can | 
read, let them be ſtirred upto traine up their children in reading, 
and uſe any other good remedie the Miniſter and Seſsion can 


fall on, 


Generall Ecclefiaſtick Remedies. 
I. Letthe Remeates which were given at Perth 1645. and 


are montioned inthe Generall Aſſembly 1646. anent the Sins of Mi- 
nifters be put in execution, 


2. Let ſuſpenſion from the Lords Sacrament be more carefully 


executed. 


3. Let perſons relapſe in Adultery(or above)quadrilapſe in For- 


nication (or above) or often guilty of other graſſer ſcandals, be Ex= 
communicat ſomewhat more ſummarly nor in an ordmary proceſſe 
(except there be more nor ordinary ſignes, and an emiment meaſure of 
Reper tance made known tothe Seſs1on and Presbyterie) both for the 


hainouſneſs of the ſins and continuance therein, and alſo for terrour 


fo others; And theſe not to be relaxed from the ſentence of Excommus- 


nication without evidence, and undeniable ſignes of Repentance, 
4. Let unpartiall proceeding be uſed azainſt men of all quality, 


fo their (candalous walking , and in particular for drunkenneſſe, 


ſwearing, and other ſcandalons ſins. And this tobe tryed at the 
Viſitation of Kirks. 
Particular Ecclehaſtick Remedies : 
and I. ag3inſt Ignorance. 

I. Let Miniſters Catechiz.e one day every week (whereon alſo 
they may BaptiJe and Leitureor Preach) and let them Preach every 
Lords Day both before and aſter noon, according to former Ads of 
Generall Aſſemblies, Let Presbyteries and Synoas be very carefull of 
this; And let every Provinciall Book , contain an exait accompt 
thereof. 

2. Let c Miniſters examine all of every quality of whoſe know- 
ledge they have nocertain notice. 

3. Let young perſons be CatechiFed by the Miniſter from the 
time they are capable of inſtruction, and let them not be delayed till 
they be of age to Communicat. 

4. Let perſons groſly iznorant be debarred from the Commu- 
#i0n.; for the firſt and ſecond time,let them be debarred, ſuppresſinz 
their names, for the third time,expreſsing their names, for the fourth 
time,bring themto publick Repentance , all this ts to be underſtood of 
thoſe that profit nothing, aud labours not for knowledge : But if they 
be profitivz 5:3 any meaſnre, or — that they may profit , _ 

caſe 
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caſe is very conſderable, they owzht to have more for bearance. 
2. Ecclefiaſtick Remedies againſt Prophaneſle. 
I. Let ignorant and ſcandalous perſons be put off , and kept off 
Kirk Seſs10ns. 

2. Let every Elder have 4 certain bounds aſsigned to him that 

he may viſit the ſame every moneth at leaſt, and report ta the Seſsion 
what (candalls aud abuſes are therein, or what perſons have entered 
without Teſtimonials. 

3. Let all ſcandalous perſoas be ſuſpended from the Lords Supper, 

4. Let the Miniſter deal in private with them that are profeſ- 
ſing publick Repentance before the Elaer of the bounds , thus to ary 
the evidence of their Repentance, 

5. Let theſe who have fallen in Foraication make publick pro- 
fe(si0n of Repentance three ſeverall Sabbaths , who is guilty of rc- 
lapſe in Fornication ſix Sabbaths, who 1s guilty of trelapſe in Forni- 
cation, or hath once fallen in Adultery 26. Sabvaths, and theſe ſins 
to be confeſſed both in one habite, viz. in Sackcloth, ©uadrilapſe in 
Fornication and relapſe in Adultery, three quarters of a year, l[nceſt 
or Murder a year, or 52. Sabbaths, in caſe the Magiftrate do not 
his duty in puniſhing (uch crimes capitally ;, They that fall in For- 
nication or relapſes therein, are firſt to confeſſe their $in beſore the 
Seſsion, and thereafter before the Congregation ; They that ave zuil- 
ty of greater degrecs of that Sin and of the other Sins mentioned in 
this Article, are toconfeſs their Stn both before the Seſsion and Preſ- 
byterie, and there to ſhew ſome ſiznes of Repentance before they be 
brourht to the Congregation. 

6. Sore are to be rebuked at the time of Catechiziznz,who deſtwe 
more nor a pruate reproof , and yet needs not tobe brought to pblick 
Repentance. 

7. It will be a good remedie againſt Sabbath-breaktng by Carriers 
and Travellers, That the Miniſters where they dwell cauſe them to 
bring Teſtimonials from the place where they reſted on theſe Lords 
adayes wherein they were fro": home, | 

8. Let all perſons who flit from one Paroch to anoil or aye (af 
fictent Teſtimonials, This is to be extended to all Geniioiorm an Per 

ſons of quality and all their followers , who come to 7eficle with their 
Families at Edinburgh, or elſewhere, and let the cAliniſter from 


whom they flit advertiſe the Miniſter to whom they flit , if (to bis 
knowledge) they be lying under any ſcandall f 


9. Let Miniſters be free with perſons of quality for amen1ment 
of their faults, and (if need ſhall be) let them take help thereto of 
ſome of the Brethren of the Presbyterie. 

10. Let the Presbyteries take ſpeciall notice of Miniſters who do 
converſs frequently and familiarly with Malignants,and with (can- 
dalonus & prophane perſons,eſpecially ſuch as belong to other Paroches, 


It, Let privie Cenſures of Presbyteries amd Synod be performed 


with more Accurdcie, Diligence and Zeal, 
13, Fot 


" 
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12, For better xeepin” of the Sabbath, let every Elder take no- 
tice of ſuch as are within his bounds, how they keep the Kirk, how 
the time 1s ſpent before , betwixt, and after the time of publick 
worſhip. | 

13. Let no Miniſter reſort to any Excommunicate perſon with- 
out licenſe from the Presbyterie niſi in extremis, and let Miniſters 
zake ſpcciall notice of ſuch perſons as haunt with Excommunicats, 
and proceſſethem. | A 
I 4. Frequent correſpondence betwixt Presbyteries is a good remedic. 

I5. At the viſitation of each Congrezation, let the Se{sj0n Book be 

well viſited, and for that eſſe, let it be aelivered to two or three 
Brethren ſeven or eight dayes before the viſitation, that their report 
of it may be in readineſſe againſt the day of Yijſitation. - 
The Aſſembly allows ot all theſe Overtures and Remedies of the 
Sins of the Land; And Ordains all of them to be carefully and 
conſctonably pur in practile. 


AT for examining the Parapbraſe of the Pjalms 
and other Scripturall Songs. 


Pe HE .Generall Aſſembly Appoints Rowſe Para- 
052/95)» paraſe of the Pſalms, with the corrections there- 
207k -- 45 of now given in by the Perſons appointed by 
£& the laſt Aſſembly tor that purpole, to be ſent ro 
<8 Presbyteries, That they may carefully reviſeand 
rr g/g cxamine the ſame, and thereaiter ſend them 
| with their corrections to the Commiſhon of this 
Aſſembly to be appointed for publick affairs, Who are to have a 
careto caule re-examine the Animadverſions of Presbyteries, and 
prepare a report to the next Generall Aſſembly ; Intimating here- 
by, That it Presbyrteries be negligent hereof, the next Generall 
Aſſembly is to go cn and take the fame Paraphraſerco their conſt- 
deration without more delay : And the Aſſembly Recommends 
to Maſter Fohn Adamſon and Mr, Thomas Crafurd to revile the La- 
bours of Mr. Zachary Boy@ upon the other Scripturall Songs, and 
[0 prepare a report thereof to the ſaid Commilsion tor publick at- 
fairs, Thar after their examination,the ſame may be alſo reported 
ro the next Generall Aſſembly. 


(3 2 Owertures 


p 
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Overtures concerning Papiſts , their children, 


and Excommunicate Perſons. 


OOH E General Aſſembly conſidering the manifold 
CAp®hs NAS inconveniences that tollow upon the ſending of 
17h %, Las; ; « 

| >=) the children of Noblemen and others of qualiry 

by ©5545 to Forraign Countries wherein Popery is protel- 
NOT 10 7 ſed, eſpecially that thereby ſuch children are in 
FNBPERY7FR perillto be corrupted with :Popery, and ſo cor- 

rupt theſe Families and Perſons to which they 
belong, whereby that wicked root of damnable Idolatry, Errour 
and Herefie may again be occationed to ſpring up and trouble ma- 
ny, and provoke the moſt High G O D to wrath, and to cauſe 
his Majcſtie leave this Land to ſtrong deluſions to believe lies; 
Therefore They Doin the name of G O D, Charge and Require 
all che Presbyreries of this Kingdom to obſerve and praiſe the 
Rules and Directions which are made in former Generall Aſſem- 
 blies for preventing of the {aid feartull inconveniences, and name- 
ly the Ovettures againſt Papiſts, non- Communicants, and Pro- 
faners of the Sabbath approven in the Generall Aſſembly held ar 
vt, Andrews in the year of God, 1642. and the Act anent chil- 
dren {ent without the Kingdom made in the Generall Aſſembly ar 
Edinburgh, CAnno 1646. And that they uſe all diligence for put- 
ting in execution the As of Parliament and fecrer Councell 
made againit Papiſts and Excommunicate Perſons ; And that they 
regiſter their diligences thereanent in their Presbyterie Books 
which are ſummarily co be recorded in the Synod Books from 
timeto time, That the Generall Aſſembly may fee how theſe 
laudable Ads are put in execution, which here are prelented with 
{ome neceſlary additions in one view. 

7. That every Presbyrerie givea Lift of atl Excommunicare Pa- 
piſts they know to be within their bounds to the Commiſsioners 
of the Generall Aﬀembly, and of all Papiſts, -yea of them allo 
who profeſſe to haye renounced Popery, bur yer have their chil- 
dren educated abroad, with the names of theie children that are 
broad, according to.the filch Overture.of-che Generall Aflem- 
bly 1642. ; ; 

2. Thar every Presbyrerie conveen at their firſt meeting all 
known Papiſts within their bounds, and ſuch as having profeſſed 
ro renounce Popery have their children abroad, and cauſe them 
finde ſufficient caution for bringing home within three monerhs 
ſuch of their children as are without the Kingdom, to be educared 
in Schoolsand Colledges at the Presbyteries ſight it they be Mi- 
nors ; and to be wrought upon by gracious conference, andother 
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means of inſtruction ro be reclaimed from Popery if they be 
come to periect age. 


3. The Parents, Tutors or Frinds of Children and Minors 


ſhall, befote they ſena them withour the Kingdom, firſt acquaint 


the Presbyterie where they reſide , that they may have their Te- 
ſtimoniall directed to the Uresbyterie or Claſle within the King- 
dom or Dominion beyond Seas whirher they intend to fend their 
Children ; And at the time of theſe Childrens return , rhat they 
report a Teſtimoniall from the Ptesbyterte or Synod where 
they lived without the Kingdom, to the Presbyrerie who gave 
chem a Teſtimoniall attheir going away, according to the Act 
anent Children ſent without the Kingdom Anno 1646. 

4+ Thar all Presbyteries give the names of ſuch Paxdagogs as 
were abroad with the children of Noblemen within there 


. bounds, and diligently enquire whether theſe Pxdagogs do conti- 


nue ſteadfaſt in the true Religion, and continue in their ſervice, or 
whither theſe Pzxdagogs do either become corrupt in Religion, or 
( continuing conſtant ) are removed from their charge and by 
whomthey are removed , and that they fignifie thele rhings to 
the Generall Aﬀembly from time ro rime or their Commiſho- 
ners, That they may repreſent the ſame to the High Court of 
Parliament, Loras of fecret Counſell or Committee of Eſtates, 
for ſuch remedie as ſhall ſeem expedient ro their Honours , for 
preventing of, and purging the land from the Plague of I- 
dolatrie. | 

5. That ſuch Parents , Tutors or Friends as either ſend away 
Children to forraign parts infected with Idolatry without fuch 
Teſtimonials as aforeſaid , or do not recall them who are already 
avroad within ſuch time as is above prefixed, or do remove 
from them their Proteſtant P-xdagogs { that they may the more 


eaſily be infected with Popery ) be proceſſed, and in cale of not. 


amending theſe things, be Excommunicared. 


2 


6. That the names of ſuch as are Excommunicarted for theſe 
or any other cauſzs , be ſent into the Generall Aſſembly from 
year to year, that ( from thence ) their names may be notified in 
all the Kingdom , and thatthe Acts of Parliament and lecret 
Counſell may be put ro execution againſt them , and all diligence 

ſed for thar effe& , and that by rhe effetuall dealing ot the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly, with the Parliament, Lords of ſecret Counlell, 
or Committee of Eſtares,their Lordſhips may Enact luch further, 
juſt and ſevere civill Puniſhment on {ſuch Excommunicants for 
Terror to others, as ſhall be found neceſflary for purging this Co- 
venanted Land from all Abominations. 

Becauſe perſons addited ro Idolarry will ue all means for 
their own hardening in their Superſticious and Idolatraus way, 
even Within the Countrey ; Therefore all known Papiits , or 
perſons {uſpe&t of Poperie upon probable grounds , are ro finde 

Caution 
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Caution betore their Presbyreries, for their abſtinence from 
Maſle,and from the Company of all Jeſuits,and Priefts according 
ro the {ſecond Overture againſt Papiſts, made 4zz0 1 642. Allo 


Presbyteries are to preſſe them ro fince {uch Caution, And - 


ro obſerve what perſons put their Sons or Daughters to ſuch 
Families as are tainted with Popery within the Land , the ſame 
being a {peciall mean to corrupt them with Icdolatry ; And to 
- cauſe ſuch Parents recall their Children, or elie proceed with the 
Cenſuresof the Kirk againſt them. 

All which Overtures, Presbyteries are fſertouſly required and 
Ordained to obſerve diligently with Certthcation , That they 
ſhall be ſeverely cenſured , It they ſhall be found remiſle or neg- 
ligent in- any of theſe points, which are ſo neceſſary for keeping 
ot the LOR DS Houte and People unpoluted with Error, 
Idolatry, or Superſtition. 


Aug. 11. 1648. Antemeridiem,Sefl- XXXIX- 


ect for proſecuting the Treaty for the Vm- 
formity im Religion in the Kingdom of 
ENGLAND. 


Ream LE Generall Afembly, Taking to their confi- 
azo deration that the Treaty of Uniformity in Re- 
Yds ligion 1n all His Majeſttes Dominionsis not yet 

| Dk perteted ; Therefore , Renews the Power and 
{$37 Commilsion granted by prece2ding Aſlemblies 
PV RE ZEA for proſecuting that Treaty unto tele Perions 
a afternamed vis, Mr. Robert Dowelas, Mr. Samuel 
Ratherford, Mr. Rabert Baillie , Mr. George Gilleſpie Miniſters. 
And Fohn Earle of Caſsills, Fohn Lord Balmerinoch, and Sr. Arch. 
Fohnſton of VFariftos Elders ; Authorizing them with full power 
ro proſecute the ſaid Treaty of Uniformity with the Honourable 


Houſes of the Parliament of Ez»zlazd, and the Reverend Afſ- 


lembly of Divines there,or any Committees Appointed by them : 


anw.ww&l adi0d0;and cyvery thing which may advance, perte&, and 
bring that Treaty toan happie concluſion , conform to the Com- 


milsions given thereanent. 


Ac 
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Ad Renewing the Commiſsion for the pablick Af- 


fal 4) of this Kirk. 


Or g HE Generall Aſſembly Taking to their conſide- 
HD RUB VAtLON, that in reſpedt the great work of Unifor- 
mity inReligion in al his Majeſties Dominions is 
not yet pertected (though by the Lords bleſsing 
N03 / there 15a good progreſs made ir; the ſame) There 
OI NCR, 15 2 necelsity of renewing the Commiſsions 
granted formerly for proſecutingand perfecting 

that great Work; Do Therefore Renew the Power and Com- 
miſsion granted for the Publick Afairs of the Kirk by the Gene- 
rall Aſſemblies held at Saint Andrews, 1642. and at Edinburgh 
1643. 1644. 1645. 1646. and 1647. unto the perſons following, 
viz. Maſters, John Lawder , Andrew Wood , David Calderwood, 
Robert Ker, Fohn Mackghic , Fohn Knox , Foha Sinclar, Fohn 


 Adamſ0p, Robert Dowzlas, George Gilleſpie, Fames Hamilton, Munz0 


Law, Fohn Smith, Robert Lawrie, George Leſly, Fohn Weir, Robert 
Eliot, Alexander Dickſon, Patrick Fleeming, Thomas Vaſie, Ephraim 
Melwvill, Hew Kennedie, Kenneth Logie, Alexander Leviſtoun, George 

eanct, David Weems , William Row, Robert Toung, William Men « 
2ies, John Frichairne, Fohn Givan , Harie Guthrie, Andrew 


Rind, David Auchterlony,Samnel Owſteen, Thomas Henderſon, Charles 


Archibald, Andrew Lawder,Fobn Leviſton, Fohn Macklellan, Alex- 
ander Turnimil, William Foullerton, George Hutcheſon, Fohn Genell, 
Patrick Colvill, James Ferguſon, Hew Peebles, Fohu Hamilton, Alex- 
anacr Dunlope, David Ephiſton, David Dickſon, Rober Baillie, Rovert 
Ramſay, Patrick Gilleſpie, Patrick Sharpe, Fames Naſunth , John 
Home, Evan Camron, Robert Blair, Samucl Rutherfurd, David For- 
ret, Robert Traill, Andrew Bennett, Walther Greg, Fohn Macgill 
younger, Tohn Moncreiff, Fredrick Carmichacll, Fohn Chalmers,Fohn 
Duncan, Andrew Donaldſon, Wil. Oliphant, George Simmer, Andrew 
Aﬀeck, Arthur Granzer, David Strachen, Andrew Cant,Fobn Rew, 
Fohn Paterſon , Alexander Cant, Fohn Younz, Fohn Seaton, David 
Lindſay as Belhclvie , Nathanict Martine , Fohn Annand, William 


nnn—_—o,Foſeph Brodie, Alexander Summer, William Chalmer Gilbert 


Ander (on, David Roſſe, George Gray, Robert Knox, William Penman, 
Fames Guthrie, Thomas Donaldſon, Willlam Fameſon, Thomas Wil- 


kie, Tames Ker, Fohn Knox, Andrew Dunncaſon Miniſters : _Arcbi- 


bald Marques of Argile, Alexander Farle of Eglintoun, Fo4s Earle 
of Caſfils, YYillam Earle of Lothian , Archibald Lord Angus, 
YVilliam Lord Borthwick , Fobn Lord Torphichen , Fohn Lord 
Balmerino , Robert Lord Burly, Fames Lord Conper, —_ 
Lord Kilcudbright , Alexander Lord Elcho , Sir Archibald Fohn- 
fron of Wariſton | Sir F#fn Hope of Craighall , Arthur Erskin of 
Scotſcraig, 
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Scotſcraig, Sir Fohn Moncreiff of that 11k, Beaton 
of Creigh, Sir Fohn Y YVauchhope ot Midrie, Sir Thomas Futhwen of 
Frieland, Sir George Maxwell of Netherpollock, Sir Fames Fraſer 
of Brae , Sir James Hackadt of Pitfirren , Sir William Carmichaell 
younger of that ilk , Y/Yalter Dundas younger of that ilk , Themas 
Craizs of Ricarton, Mr. George Winrain of Liberfon, Sir Alexander 
Inzlis of Ingliſton, Alexander Broazte of that 11k, Forbes 
of Eight, YVilliam Moore of Glanderſton, Fohn Ker of Lochtour, 
Alexander Prinzillof Whitbank, /Yalrher Scot of Whitſlaid, Fohn 
Crafurd of Craturdland,Sir Fehr Chiſly of Carſwell, Robert Monroe 
of Obſteall, Cornwall of Bonhard , George Dund es of 
Dudingſton, Sir Iames Stewart of Kirkfield, Mr. Alexanaer Colwill 
of Blair, Mr. Alexander Peirſon, Mr. Robert Burnet younger, Mr, 
Thomas Murray, George Potterfield, Mr.Tames Campbell, Tames Hamil- 
ton, Lawrence Henderſon, Mr. Robert Barclay, Mr. 7Villiam Move, 
VVilliam Glendonins Doctor, Dowelas , Iames Swo'd, 
Gideon Jack, Mr. Donzall Campbell, Tohn Boſwall, Tohn Brown, 5's :l. 
Brown , Robert Brown and Y/illiam Ruſſell Elders : Givigg un+0 
them fuil Power and Commiſsion , to do all andevery ing for 
preſervation of the Eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Diſcipline, Wot ſhip and 
Government of this Kirk , againſt all who ſhall endeavourrto in- 
troduce any thing contrary thereunto, and for proſecuting, 2dvan- 
cing , perfecting and bringing the ſaid Work of Unitormity in 
Religion in all His Majeſties Dominions to a happy conclution, 
conform to the former Commilsions granted by proceeding Af- 
ſemblies thereanent, And to that effect &4ppoints them, or any 
{eventeen of them , whereof thirteen ſhall 5e Miniſters to meer 
here in this City to morrow the 13" of th444 Moneth, And there= 
after upon the laſt Wedneſday,of Nowember, February, and May 
_ next, and upon any other day , and in 5ny other ptacethey ſhall 
think fit. Renewing alſo to the Perſons before named the power 
contained in the Act ofthe Aſſembly 1643. Intituled 4 Reference 
to the Comiſsion anent the Perſons deſigned torepair to the Kingdom 
of Enzland. And further, incaſe Delinquents have no conſtant 
reſftdence in any one Presbyterie, or it Presbyteries be negligent 
or overawed, in theſe caſes The Aſſembly gives to the perſons 
before named , ſuch power of cenſuring complyers and perſons 
diſaffected to the Covenant accordingrto rhe As of the Aer. 
bly, Declaring alwayes and providing, that Miniſters ſhall not be 
depoſed , bur in one of thz quarterly meetings of this Commi(l. 
ſion; And further Authoriſes themas formerly with full power 
to makeSupplications, Remonſtrances, Declarations and Warnings 
to Indict Faſts and Thankſgivings as there ſhall be cauſe to Pro- 
teſt againſt all, encroachments upon the Liberties of the Kirk, 
And to cenſure all ſuchas interupt this Commilsion or any other 
Church Judicatory, or the execurion of their Cenſures or of any 
other ſentences or Acts iſſuing from them, And with ful! 


POWer 
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power tothem to treat and determine inthe matrers referred un- 
tothem by this Aﬀembly , as fully and freely as if the ſame were 
here fully expreſſed, and with as ample power as any Commiſſion 
of any former Generall Afemblics hath had or been in uſe of 
betore : Declaring alſo rhar a}! oppolers of the authority of this 
Commilſsion in marrers intruſted to them ſhall be holden as op- 
poſers of the authority of the Generall Aﬀembly , And this 
Commilsion in their whole proczedings are comptableto, and 
cenſurable by the next Genergil Aſſembly, 


Auguſt 1. 164.8. Poſtmeridiem, Seſl. XL. 


Exemption of Murray, Roſle, and Caithneſle 
from the contribution granted to the boyes of 


Argyle, with 4 Recomendation to Preſ- 
byteries, to make up what i taken of them by 
that exemption. 


DR Oncerning the overture and defire of the Com- 
SD milsioners of the Presbyteries of Mnrray, Roſſe, 
P) and Catthneſſe tor an exemption from that con- 
_ I tribution of fourty ſhillings, recommended for 
BAL entertainment of the 7r7ſh-boyes in Argyle g 
2/2 The Aflembly having conſidered thereof , and 
of their offer in the name of the ſaid Presby- 
reries,if that exemption be granted, Do Approve their offer , And 
Therefore hereby Exoners the ſaid Presbyteries of the ſaid con- 
ertbution of tourty ſhillings toward the entertainment of the 
boyes in Argyle, And Ordains for that exemption according to 
the offer of their ſaid Commilsioners , that each Presbyterie of 
the ſaid Provinces entertgine one of the 1r/ſh language at 
Schooles, and it any be found already fir for Colledges, they ſhall 
maintain them at Philoſophie , and fo forward , untill they be fit 
forthe Miniſtry : and Becauſe by this exemption the contribu- 


tion for the boyes in Argyle will be ſo much leflened. Therefore 


The Aſſembly Recommends to all other Presbyreries to think 
upon ſome way how by the charitable ſupply that may be made 
up unto them, 


H 
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At concerning Colleftion for the Poor. 


OT 0 ns. E  Aflembly Undertandi ing that the. 25x 8 
ZEASIÞgp 1ections 1or the poor in ſome Kirks in the 
2, Countrey, aretaken inthe timc of Divine Ser- 

vice, which being a very great and un'cemly 

» difturoance of I vine Wor FINIP, PR Therefore 

hereby Inhibic and dilcharge tht, ime. And 

Ordains that the Miniſter and Sel ON apDOINt 

ſome other way and time for receiving the ſaid C: alle: &ions. 


Recommendation for ſecurinzs proviſions to 


Min ijte r5in Bu rg hs. 


PEPN regari thatthe ſtipends of many Mtnifters in 
AN Burgis are not ſecured unto them and their ſuc- 
ceflors; Theretore the Aillembly Do terioufly 
Reommend ro the Honourable Commiſsjon 
of Parliament for planting ot Kirks, to provide 
reall and valide ilecurity of comperent an honeſt 
meanesto the preſent Miniſters of Bureiis and_ 
rkeir {ucceſſors, where they are nor ſufficiently provided or fe- 
cured already ;, Ordaining Presbyteries to uſe all neceſlary djii- 
cence for proſecuting thereot before the faid Commilsion for 
planting Kirks. : | 


F 
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The Humble Supplication of the Generall «Aſ- 
ſembly of th h Kurk 0 of $ © OTLAND, met at 
Edinburgh Auguſt 12. unto the Kings 
Moſt Excellent + M ajeſtie. 


"DJ: Lbeir your Majeſtie through the ſuggeſtions ot. 
1 SN) evit men, may haply <fitertain hard thoughts Of 
ia us 1nd our Proceedings, yer the Searcher of 
So hea:ts knowes, and our "conſciences bear re- 
ax IN, A cord untous , that we bear in our ſpirirs theſe 
6 = TT F127 humvle and cdutifull reſpects tro your Majeſtie, 
that loyall ſubjects owe to their native So- 
veraigne, andthart it would be one of our greateſt contentmenrs 
upon earth), to {ce your Majeſtie reigning forthe LORD, in 


Righte- 
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Righteouſnefle and Peace over thele Nations: And therefore as 
we do bow our knees daily before the Throne of Grace on your 
behalf, and the behalt of your !'ofterity ; So we finde our ſelves,as 
heretofore, obliged faithfully and freely to: warn your Majeſtie 
of vour danger and dutie ; Wiſhing, and hoping thatthe LOR D 
will incline your Royall heart , from the {ence of the evil which 
hath befallen You, through the {lighting of former Warning, to 
be more attentive unto this. Weare very ſenſible of your Ma- 
jeſties ſufferings, and Jow condition , and do not in the leaſt 
meaſure approve, but from our hearts abhorre any thing that 
hath been doneto your Majeſties Perſon , contrary to the com- 
mon reſolutions of both Kingdoms : Yet it ſhall be your Ma- 
jeſties wiſdom , in this as in all that hath befallen you theſe 
years paſt , to read the righteous hand of the L O R D, writing 
bicter things againſt you, as for all your Provocations , {o eſpe- 
cially for reſiſting his Work , and authorifing by your Com- 
milsions the ſhedding of the blood of his People, for which ir 
15 high timero repent, thatthere be no more wrath againſt you 
and your Realms. 

The Commilſsion of the preeding Aﬀlembly , whoie proceed- 
ings are unamimouſly approven by this Aſſembly , Having read 
your Majeſties Letter of the date at Carisbrook, Caſtle , December 
27. And peruſed your Conceſsions, did finde ſome of theſe Con- 
ceſsions deſtrudtive to the Covenant.and all of them unſatisfa&to- 
112,and did rherefore emit a Declaration concerning the ſame, leaſt 
your Miajeſties Subjes in this Kingdom ſhould have unawares 
imbarked themlclves in an Engagement upon grounds not con- 
fiſting with the good of Religion, and the Solemn League and 
Covenant. For preventing whereof, they did alſo preſent moſt 
jult and neceflary defires unto the high and honourabls Court 
ot Parliament ofthis Kingdom ; which,ii they had been granted, 
might have through the Blefſsing of G O D, either procuted ( up- 
on Treaty ) your Majeſties re-eſtabliſhment , and a ſolide Peace, 
or laid open the expediencic and neceſsity of a lawfull War, and 
have united this Kingdom therein for the good of Religion , of 
your Majeſtie , and of your Kingdoms. When the Parliament 
was pleaſed without ſatisfaction to any of theſe deſires, to go 
on towards the decermining of a War upon the grounds con- 
rained in their Declaration, As many of thzir own Members who 
have been faithtull 1a thy Nayfe of G O D from the beginning, 
did diſſent from their procecding. . {, moſt of all the Presby- 
teries and Synods of this Kingdom, and ns Committees of War 
in ſeverall Shires did by humble Supplicany. repreſent to 
the Parliament, how unſatished they were in their conſCcien- 
ces concerning the preſent Engagement : Notwithſtanding of 
all which, the Engagement hath been carried on without clear- 


:10 either of the lawtulneſie. or _neceisity_ thereof, There- 
4 H 2 fore 
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fore, We having now examined the ſame by the Rule of 
Gods Word, and having found ir unlavitull , as we have warned 
the whole Kingdom of the danger thereof,So we hold it our Duty 
alſo ro warne your Majeſtie as the Servants of the moſt High 
GOD, and in Name of the Lord Feſws Chriſt, who muſt 
Judge the quick and dead, Earneitly befeechiag your Majeſtic 
that as ye would not draw new guilt upon your Majzſties Throne, 
and make thele Kingdoms again a field of Blood, you would be 
far from owning or having any hand in this to unlawtull an En- 
oagement ; Which as it hath aircady been the caule of fo much 
ſorrow and many ſufferings to the People of God in this Land, 
who choole affliction rather then fin , So it tendeth ro the undo- 
ing of the Covenant and Work of Retormartion: As we do not 
oppole the reitirution of your Majeſtte tothe exerciſe of your 
Royall Power; So we mutt needs defire that that which is 
GODS be given unto Him in the firſt place, and that Religion 
may be ſecured before the {erling of any humane intereſt , Being 
confident that this way 15 not only moſt for the Honour or: GOD, 
bur alſo for your Majeſties Honor & Satety. And theretore as it was 
oneof our Defires rothe High and Honourable Court of Parlia- 
ment that they would [olicice your Majeſtic tor {ecuring of Relj- 
oion, and eſtabliſhing the Solemn League and Covenant in all 
your Dominions, thatyour Majeſtie might know that what they 
intend on your behalt was with a {ubordination to Religions So 
we do now from our ſelves make this humble addreis unto your 
Majeſtie, intreating your Majeſtie as you tender Trath and Peace, 
you would be pleated to ſufter your lelt to be poſſeſſed, with right 
thoughts of the League and Covenant, and-ot the proceedings of 
your Majcſties loyall Subjects in relation thereunto, znd give your 
Royall afſent for injoyning of it in all your Do aintons, If your 
Majeſtie had been pleaſed to heartken to our Counſel] hereanenr 
ſome years ago, the blood of many thouſands, which now lyes 
upon your Majeſties Throne, might have been {pare:!, Popery, 
Prelacy, Idolatry, Superſtition , Prophanefle , Hereftie, Errour, 
Sects and Schiſmes which are now grown to fo great a height in 
England, might have been extirpate, and your Majeſtic (tcting in 
Peace in your own Houle,Reigning over your SabJects withmuch 
muruall contentment and confidence. And it your Majeſtie ſhall 
yet ſearch out and repent of all your ſecret 2nd open 5:ns, And 
atter ſo many dear-bought experi-cs of the danger of evil 
Counſell, be now fo wiſ-> £9 avoid it, and to hearken to us 
ſpeaking unto you i= «6e Name of the Lord, Ve ate confident 
by this mean» your Majzſtte may yet be reſtored, and a {ure and 
firme peace procured. Wetake it as a great mercy, and as a door 
of hope, that GOD ſtill inclines the hearts of all his Servarits to 
pray for your Majeſtie ; And we would not have you: Majcftie to 
_ look upon it as alight thing, that you have been preſerved alive, 


when 
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when many thouſands have by your means and procurement fal- 
len on your right hand and on your lett hand. God forbid that 
your Majeſtie ſhould any longer ceſpiſe the word of exhortation, 
theriches of his goodnefle, forbearance and long ſuffcring , nor 
knowing that the goouneſle of God leads you unto Repentiance 


| Forit your Majeſtic do ſo, As weare afraid, all Counnſels and En- 


deavours for your Majeſties re-eftabliſhment ſhall be in vain and 
without ſucceſle, becaule of che Wrath of che LORD of Hoſts, 
who brings down the mighty from is Throne, and ſcatters the 
proud in the imaginations of their hearts; So we ſhall mourn in 
ſecret forit, and for all the mileries thar are like ro come upon 
your Throne & your Domintons,& comfort our ſelves in this,that 


we have delivered our own {ouls. But we defire toy hove better 


things, and that your Majeſtie will humble your felt uncer the 
mighty hand of God, and be inclined to hearken to the fauthfull 
adviſe of his Servants, be willing to ſecure Religion, and 1mploy 
your Royall Power for advancing the Kingdom of the Son of 
G O D, which will turn as well ro the Honour and Happineſle 
of your Majcſtte as to the Peace and Safety of your Subjects. 


Augult 12. 1648. Sefl. /lr. 
At diſcharging Duels. 


HE General Aſſembly taking in coniideration the 
/ a KD many Duels and combars that have been tought, 
XC;>) @Z9 and Challenges that have been made, and car- 
CAO red, and received in this Land of late. nd be- 
Pn ing {enſible of the exceeding great oficace that 
Amp A comes by {0 horrible and hainouss fin ; which 

is a groſle preferring of the ſuppolec. credit of 
the Creature unto the Honour of the moſt Hig! God, and an 
uſurpation upon the office of the Magiſtrate by private mens ta- 
king of the Sword, And a High degree of murther both ot body 
and 10ul, by ſhedding the blood of the one, & cutting off the other 
tromrtime of repenting; And which doth ordinarily produce many 
wotull conſequents, Therefore doth enact And Ordaina thar all 
Perſons of whatſoever qualiry who ſhall either fight Duels, or 
mike, or write, Or receive, or with their knowledge carry Chal- 
lenges, orgoro the fields, either as Principals , or as Seconds 
ro fight Dueis and Combars, thatthey ſhall without reipect of 
Perions bz proceſſed withrthe Ceniures of tne Kirk and brought 
betore the Congregation two ſeverall Lords-dayes; In the firſt 
whereot they ate ſharply to be rebuked and convinced of the hat- 
nou'nefle of their f1n and offence, and on the next to make a{0- 
lemn publick Conteision the: eof, and profeſs1ion of their untained 
Humilt- 
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Humiliation and Repentance for the ſame. And it the Perfon 

ouilty of any of the tormer offences be an Elder or Deacon, he 1s 

to be removed from his otfice, and whatſoever perſon guiity of Bhd 
auy of theſe offences, ſhall refuſe ro give obedience according to 
the tenour of this Ac, ſhall be proceſſed ro Excommunication : 
Declaring always, that if any be killed at ſuch Duels, the killer 

ſhall be proceeded againſt by the Kirk 2s other murtherers. 


Att concerning depoſed Atmiſters. 


_ ——— ————— 


_ re Ine 


STalnlkt Aſlembly confidering that civers Miniſters de- 
2 #\4Sj poſed for Malignancy, and complying with the Ene- 
{= T jj mies of this Kirk and Cauſe of God, may be {uired 

IS TIE by, and hope to get entry in ſome Congregation 
Ne SN where a Miniſter depoſed for Mal-gnancy hath been, 
and may be ſuppoled to have pu: on the people a tamp and im- 
preſsion of Malignancie, and being by the Ac of the Generall 
Aſſembly in CA 1645. Paſt all hope of being reſtored to the 
place out of whilk he was caſt : Now alſo Ordains and enacts that 
no Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy and complyance foreſaid 
(when it ſhall fall our that he be put in a capacity of admilsion to 
the Miniſtry ) ſhall enter into the Congregation of any other Mi- 
niſter who allo hath been depoſed for Malignancy and comply- 
ance, as {aid 15. 


Presbyteries and Provinciall Aſſemblies ro conſider all matrers re- 
terred by this or by any former Aſſemblies, are to ſend their opi- 
nions therein in writ to the next Generall Aſſembly. 


"H E meeting of the next Generall Aſſembly i hereby Appointed 
[ zo be at Edinburgh the firſ® Wedneſday of July, 1649. 


A.Kztx. 
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MD AS: 
Of the Vaprinted Ads of the (Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly, beld at 
Edinburgh, 164.8. 


M3 << 2 TP C2 SC» 
; 4} 


A Lection of Mr. George Gilleſp;e Moderator. Sefſ, x, 

W Kocom. to the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh for 
accommocating the Afembly-honte for 
the Members thereof. Seſſ. 17. 

Committee for the contraverted Commil- 
ftons, 16. 

Commitreefor References and Appeals. 16, 

Commutree for Bills and Overtures. 7b. 

Committee for triall of the proceedings of the Commiſsion of 
the precedins Aflembly. 16. 

Committee for :eviſing the Provincia!l Books. 1b. 

Committee for appointing Miniſters to Preach during the Sirt- 
t4n9 of the Aflembly. 16. 

Committee to confider the prefent dangers and duties of theſe 
tines,and ocher publick marrers. 1b. 

Ref. tothe Commurtee to conſider of the ſaid Elefions of Com- 
mil<toners ftrom-Burghs. 1s. 

A concerning the Cormmiſsion from Ireland, 46. 

Af rejecting the Commiſston from the Presbyterie of Chirn- 
ſie. Seſſ. II7. 

Le:trer to the Laird of Blacader, Elder in the ſaid Commilston, to 
clear the Aflemblies reipects to him. 76. 

Act Retating the Commilſsion from Duace, 4b. 

Meeting of the Commulſsioners from {everall Provinces to try 
the blaſptemies and inſ{olences of the Army , now forth im the 
late Engagement againſt Exgland,and to report. 16. 

Act concerning Mr. Fames Aitkin, Seſſ. IF, 

Commiiston tor Vilitation of the Presbyteries of Dmunce and 

_ Chirn{ide, Ib. 

Comm:ttee for hearing the report concerning the Paraphraſe of 
the Plalmes in Mceter. Ib. 

Ref. torhe Commrcee for'publick matters, to take in the .re- 
ports concerning the Directorie of Government, Catechiſme, 
and QC X I. Propoficions, IÞ, 
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Recom- 


INDES. 

Recom.in favours of the relics of Doctor Sharpe and Mr, R, Broun- 
lies ro the Committee of Eſtates. 1b. 

Petition from the Army lately gone to Englana, Seſ.V. 

The offers and defires of the Committee of Eſtates of the 17. 
Fuly. 1b. 

Quzre tothe Committee of Eſtates. 75. 

Recom. to the Lord Theaſaurer for the arrears of the anhuity of 
500. li. Sterl. Tb. 

Anſwer to the Quere from the Committee of Eſtates 17. 
Fuly. 1b. 

Return to the Committee of Eſtates. 15. 

Ref. Petitions from Ireland for Miniſters to a Commitee. 76, 

Modification to Mr. David Calderwood for his publick employ- 
ments. Seſſ.6._ 

Modification to the Clerk of the Afſembly for his ſervice. 16. 

Paper from the Committee of Eſtates of the 18. Fay, 16, 

The Aſſemblies return to the ſaid Paper. 16. 

The Committee of Eſtates anſwer to the ſaid return. 75. 

The Aſſemblies Return to the ſaid an{wer- 16. 

Another Paper from the Committee of Eſtates of the 18, ay. 
Seſſ. Y1T. 

Anſwer to the Paper laſt ſent from the Committee of Eſtates, 

| bearing a power to certain Members of the Aſſembly to con- 
ter with their Lordſhips. 1b. 

Anſwer to Mr. Patrick Hammilioun, denying his defire for open- 
ing his mouth, with a Recommendation in his tavours. 
Seſſ. FV1ll. 

Remir. Mr, Fames Roſſe to Presb yterie and Synod. 16. 

Recom.ty Presbyterie of Duxkeld concerning vaiking Stipends.,Tb, 

Approbartion of the Ac of the Commilsionof the preceding Aſ- 
ſembly concerning the Collecting ofthe Hiſtory ofthetime. 1b. 

Recom. to the Clerk for Printing the publick Papers. 76. 

Recom. to the Clerk for reprinting the Conteſsion of Faith wir! 
the Afſemblies Approbation. Sefſ./X. 

Recom. to Mr, Robert Dowelas for printing two of his Sermons. 7b, 

Ref. concerning Major Twrzer and Lieut. Colonel Harrieto the 
Commaiſsion for publike affairs. 76. 

--Remit.. to. the Presbyteric of Edinburgh concerning the Service- 
books and Idolatrous monuments, now lying in the high- 
School-yard. 16. 

Committee for conſidering Fames eMurrays buſineſle, 76, 

Paper trom the Committee of Eſtates of the 20. 1sly. Seſ.10. 

The Aflemblies Anſwer thereto with an appointment for confe- 
rence. 16, 

Order for citing Patrick, Leſly Proveſt of Aberdeen. 1b, 

Recom. to the Committee of Eſtates concerning his miſcar- 
riage. 16, 
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Ref. concerning inſolences and blaſphemies of the ſouldiers ro 
che Commailsion for publick affairs. Seſſ. X7. 

Paper from the Committee of Eſtates ot the 22. Fuly concerning 
che conference, and concerning Patrick Leſly. Seff. XI, 

The Aflemblies anſwer to the {aid Paper. 16. 

A concerning Mr. Gcorge Clerk, 16, 

Ad refuſing Mr. George Hutcheſons tranſportation to 4r. 16. 


 Moxion verballie from the Committee for Miniſters to the Army, 


with the Aflemblics anſwer thereunto. 26. 

AR concerning Patrick Leſlies anſwers. 1b. 

Paper irom the Commaitree of Eſtates of the 24 Fuly. Seſſ. X17, 

Ret, of the ſaid Paper to the Committee for publick butinefle to 
conſider of an an{wer,and report their opinions. 76, 

Act concerning Patrick Leſly. 16. _ | 

Appointment of a letter ro Mr, Hew Henderſon for ſerling in 
Dumfries according to the ſentence of tranſportation. . Ib. 


| Ref. for planting a Collegue in 4ir ro the Commilson tor pub- 


lick affairs. 7b. 

Ret. of the remedies of the fins of the times, tothe Commutte 
which was appointed for triafl of the Commilsion of the pre- 
ceding Aflembly. 16. 

Ref. Mr. Walter Comries tranſportation to the Committee of 
bills, and they to report. 16. 

Appointment thar all bi!ls,appeals , references , reports, &C. be 
given 1n before wedneſday next. 1b. 

Paper from the Committee concerning Patrick Leſley. Seſſ. 14: 

The Aflemblies an{wer thereunto. 176. 

Ret. Patrick, Leſley ro a Commitree for conference.1b. 

Suſpenfton Mr. Harie Cockburn. Sefſ. XT. 

Vore ſuſtaining the ſummons concerning the tranſportation of 
Mr. John Leviſtonto Aucrum, Ib. 

Recom. Mr. Toh» DurictoE. Hadington. Seſſ. XVT. 

Ret Mie, Samuel Doweglas to the vifitation of Dunce and Chirn- 
14e, 1b, | 

a the diſſent of the Brethren inthe Provinciall of Merſe and 

Teviotaaill to the ſaid viſitation. 7b, | 

Ref. concerning Miniſters to Ireland to the Commilsion to be 


appointed for publick affairs. 1b. ; 
Adviſe concerning diſcipline ro be uſed , withthe Garifons and 


Regiments in Ireland. 16. 

Letter to Genera]l Major Monro. 16. BE 

Ref. for planting the Kirk of Brunri/and to the Commilsion to be 
appointed for publick affairs. Sc. XV1T, 

Recom. concerning Fames Marrayes children. 1b. 

Recom. to the Commilſsion of Parliament for planting of Kirks 
the adjoyning Sutherland , Satherlandhall , &c.to Lindean and 
making it a diſtin paroch. 1. 
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Recom. for keepng inthe zzterim2 the Kirk ofGaloſh ezlls, Tb. 

Recom. in favours of Mr. Fames Moriſon Miniſter at Erneand 
Randel),or his executors for the payment of a ſome of mony by 
the next intrant. 16. | 

Recom. for planting Kitks in Zadinoch to the Commilsion for 
planting of Kirks. 76. : 

Recom. to the Commiſsion for publick affairs ro think upon and 
proſecute ſome wayes for planting a Miniſtery in Lochabar. 1b, 

Recom. to Presbyteries to fend a more particular information of 
the inſolencies and miſcariages of the ſouldiers and the eviden- 
ces !t hereof totheCommilsion for publick affairs. 76, 

Ref. to the Committee of bills to diſtribute the petitions for 
charitie. 16. 

Recom. Mr. Robert Linſayes relict and children. Sefſ. X Y 711, 

Recom. Mr. Patrick Linfayes children. 1b. 

Paper from the Committee of Eſtares of the 28, of Fuly, 16. 

Recom. to Presbyteries to ſupplie the places of the brethren ſent 
in Commiſsion to the Generall Aſſembly , or that attend the 
meetings of the Commilſsion of the Aﬀſembly. Seſſ. X7X, 

Actor conference with Earle of Abercorne untill the firſt of March 
Seſſ. 20s. 

ho. Hoon for conſidering the hoſpitalls, and co report their con- 
dition, 16. 

Commiſsion for viſiting Roſſe, Sutherlavd, (athnes,Orknay,and Zet- 

land, with a Reference concerning Mr. 7ames Johnſton, 1b. 

Commiſsion for viſitation of Stirl;ng, and Dumblane Presbyteries, 
with a Reference for the particular concerning Mr. eAndrew 
Iaffray. lb. 

Ret. co the Commilsion for publick affairs for the rriall of the 
P rovincialt book of Arzyle. Ib. 

Act appointiug the Clerk to print the Declaration with the firſt 
conveniencic andto ſend it to Presbyteries, Seſſ. XXI17, 

Vote for removing theCommilsieners inthe Province of Galloway 
in the matter concerning Mr. Fohn Leviſtons tranſportation ro 
Aucrum, Ib. 

Declaration in favour of the Presbyterie of Fedburgh , for preſer- 

Ving their right and intereſt in planting Ancrum proprio Fure, Ib. 


Tranſportation of Mr, John Leviſten to Ancrum. Ib. 
-. Orger for ſome Brethreus picſcuring the Declaration to the 


Com mittee of Eſtates. Seſſ. XX 717. 

Ref. ro the Committee appointed for publick matters ro confider 
of the materialls and draught of a petition to the Committee 

Eſtates. Ib. 

Ref. tor planting Kirsaldie ro the Commiſsion for publick af- 
fairs. XX1117. 

Approbation of the manner and order of the calling and ſetling 
a Collegue in the Kirk of Culroſſe, Ib. 
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Committeeconcerning Mr. Iames Row, 1b, 
Commitcee for examining Wi itnefles upon the injuty done to Mr. 

Robert Melvill, 16. 

Committee torexamining a {candalous Pamphler falſly pur forth 
under the name of Mr. Alexander Henderſon. Seſſ.XXT. 

The Aſſemblies anſwer Reſuling the defire of the Ifle of Makghie 
in ſreland for Mr, 1ohn Dick. Ib. 

Votre for Maccullo of CArdwell his purgation by oath.. 15. 

Warrant for citing the perſons that injured Mr. Robert Melvill, Ib. 

Vote concerning Patrick Leſlie, Sef.,XXV11, 

Approbation of the Excambion mentioned 1n the contract be- 
ewixt Sir William Scot and the Miniſter of Mertoun contented to 
by the Presbyterie, and approven by the Synod. 16. 

Ref. Mr. William Home to the Viſitation of Dance and Chirn- 

ide, Ib. 

Liber tor TohnGillonto preach untill the next aſſembly for exer- 
cile of his gift. 16. 

Ref. concerning the Quzre from the Presbyteric of Edinburgh, 
rouching the marriage of a young gentlewoman minor without 
conſent of her tutors, to a Committee. 16. 

Act retufing the defire of Mr, Iames Row for opening his mouth. 16. 

Remi. the appeal of the Parochiners of Schots , concerning the 
admiſsion of Mr. Fraycs Kincade to the Presbyterie and Synod 
reſpectively of conſent. 16. 

Att refuſing the tranſporting of Doctor Colwill to the Colledge of 
Edinburgh, Seſſ.XXIX, 


Ret. Mr. william Sanders to the Commilsion for planting of 
Kirks. 16. | 


Ret. diſſent in the Presbyterie of Chirnſide to the viſitation of 
Dunce and Chirnſidet. Seſſ.XXX. 

A& for conference with the Lady Mordineton. 16. 

Ret. ro the Viſitation of Dwuxce for tryall of that murther commitr- 
red in the Lord Mordinztons houſe 1b, 

Appointment of Mr. Alexander Leviſton to go to Ireland firſt,next 
Mr. Hary Sempell,Mr. Androw Lawder in the third place, and Mr. 
Iohn Dick the laſt three moneth. 16. 


Recom. Some Brethren to ſpeak again the Lord Theaſaurer for 
payment of by gones of the annuity of 500.1,Szerling, Ib. 


Vore for laying afide the queſtion concerning Mr. 1ohn Lawes 
appeal. 16. 

Ref. ro a Committee to conſider of ſome Overtures concern- 
ing Papiſts and their children and Excommunicate perſons and 
to ;eport. 1b. 

Recon. to the Presbyterie of Chir/de , concerning Mordingtons 
family. 16. 

At concerning Patrick Leſlies SO WIESgmens and promile of 
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better behaviour, With a Reference to the Commiſsion for 
publick affairs if he keep not his protniſe, Seſſ. XXXT. 

Commirtee for conſidering the Perition of the great Seſsion of 
Edinburgh tor Miniſters, and to report. Ib. 

Comtinuation of the examination of the Directory of Govern- 
ment, and the CXI. Propoſitions untill the next Aſſembly, 

Se, XXXIT. 

Recom. to Univerſities to bring to the next Aſſembly the 
grounds and evidences of their Commilsions tro Aﬀem- 

 blies. 26. 

Commiſion for Viſitation of Glaſgow. Ib. 

Commilsion for Viſitation of Aberdeen, Ib. 

Commilsion for viſitation of Edinburgh. Ib. 

Letter to the Officers of the Army now in Zzzlandin Anſwet 
co their Letter and Petition to the Aſſembly tor Mini- 
ſters. Ib. 

Ac reponing Mr. V:il/iam Dowglas. Ib. 

A& reponing Mr. Fehn Lozie. Ib. 

Recom, certain perſons for charity. Ib, 

Actor delaying the Communion. Ib- 

Recon. for repairing of Kirks , and founding of Schools in the 
Presbyterie of Sky. Seſſ.XXXILT- 

C ontinuation of Mr. A»drew Ramſay untill the morne. Tb. 

Suſpenſion of Mr. .Andrew Rawſay , untill the next Generall Af- 
lembly. Seſſ. XXXIV. 

Ref. Mr. William Colvill to a conference , and they to re- 
port. Ib. 

Citation of Mr.Vi{{;am Colvill apud afato anſwer for not reading 
the Caules of the late Faſt. Ib. 

Ref. Door Fohn Baron to a conference. Ib. 

Recom. Mr. George (rk to the Presbytereswithin Fife, Angus, 
and Merns, and Aberdeen, Sefſ. XX XP. 

Commiſsion for Viſitation of the Uuiyerſitie of Sr. 4n- 
drews. Ib. 

Actfor viſiting Hoſpitals and Mortifications. Ib. 

oy ne? ons Provinciall of Argyle to viſit the Presbyterie of 
Sky. Ib. 

Advite ro the Presbyterie to depole Mr. william Edmiſton with a 
Recommendation to the Juſtice to proceed againſt him for A- 
dulrery. Ib. 


Recom. to the Presbyrerie of Sky to cenſure Profanation of the 
Sabbath. Ib. ENT 


Approbartion of the report for planting of the Kirks of Zdinburgh. 
Seſſ. XXXY 1. 


Committee for naming a Liſt of ſix Miniſters for Z4jn- 
burgh. Th. | 


Vore 
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Vote concerning Mr. William Colvillsanſwering preſently for not 
reading the Cauſes of the Faſt. }Þ. 

Continuation of Mr. 7il1;am Colvill untill che morn. Ib. 

, Continuation of Dv»@or Barop until] che morn- Ib, 

-Continuation of the 20-s. payed out of every Kirk for diſ- 
patches. Ib. 

Suſpenſion of Mr. Y/ll;am Colvill. Sefſ. XXXFTL. 

Suſpenſion of Doctor Baroz with a Reterence to the Vifiration of 
the Univerſicie of St. Andrews ana Commilſsion for publick at- 

_ fairs reſpe&ively. 1b. 

Recom. of the Miniſter of Cameron to the Commilsion of Parliz- 
ment for planting of Kirks. Seſſ.XXXF11T. 

Recommendation to Maſter Fames Hamiltonn and Maſter Fames 
Guthrie to draw in Articles the duttes of Elders, and a 
forme of Viſitation of Families, and to prepare a report to the 
next Aſſembly. Ib. 

Recom. to Mr. David C alderwood to draw a drought of a forme of 
viſitations of particular Congregations, and to prepare a re- 
port tothe next Aſſembly. Ib. 

Recom. to Mr. Fohn Smith and the Clerk,to draw our all the Ads 
of Parliament and Aſſembly, for Kirk Diſcipline and Penalties 
for ſcandalous Sins, and to reporttothe next Aſſembly. Ib. 

Lift of ſix Miniſters to Edinbargh. Ib. 

Ref. to the Commiſsion for pablick affairs to plant four Miniſters 
out of the {ai Liſt in the Kirks of EZd7nbargh. Ib, 

Declaration of theunſarisfattorineſſe of rhe Obſervations of the 
Committee of Eſtates upon the Aſſemblies Declaration, with a 

Referenceto the Commilsion for publick affairs, to put forth an 

Anſwer thereto: Seſſ. XXXIX. 

Appointment of the firſt dyet of Citations in the matter of 
tranſportations not to be before the laſt zwedneſday of 070- 
ber, Ib. 

The Aflemblies An{wer to a Quzre from the Presbyterje of E/- 
in, concerning the tranſporting from the Hie-lands a Minifter 
tothe Low-lands. Seſſ.XL. 

Letter to their Brethren in 1reland. Ib. 

Letter to the Lord Chancellour. Ib, 

Indiction of a Faſt on the ſecond Sabbath of September, with the 
cauſes thereof. Ib. | 

Recom. concerning Mr. Hew Henderſon, Ib. 

Recom. for the people in Zibbertonto repair to the Kirk of Quod- 

uen. Ib. 

—_ ro the Parliament for diſſolution the benefice of Kin- 
kell. Ib. 

A& for proceeding againſt Captain Maxwell and Fohy Sumervail 
and Coronet YFeir, Ib. 

Recom. 
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Recom. for planting in Inzermeſs another Miniſter that hath the 
Iriſhtongue. Ib. 

Recom. for planting a Kirk in Gladſmure and that ſcme Brethren 

ſpeak to the E. Hadington that by his pretence to the Patronage 
he do not obſtruct ſo good a work. Ib. 

Remir. Mr. Fohy Lawto the Provinciall of Glaſzew. Tb. 

Ref. concerning Mr. Tames Aitkin to the viſitation of Roſſe and 
Caithnes, &c. Ib. 
Ref. Mr. Donald Roſſe Miniſter at Lochbroom to the ſaid viſt- 

tation. Ib. 

Ref. Mr. 19h» Duncanto the ſaid Viſitation. Ib. 

Recom. to the Presbyterie of Dingwall concerning Mr. Murdo 
MackenXie late Miniſter at Sudaze, Ib. 

Act declaring Mr, Murdo Mackenzie late Miniſter at Dingwall, un- 
capable for ever of the Miniſtery, with a Recommenda- 

tion to the Presbyterie to proceed againſt him with Ex+ 
communication, Ib. 

Depoſition Mr. zpi/l;am Cowper Schoolmaſter at Chanrie from that 
charge. Ib. es 

Contiration of the matter concerning Mr. Fohz Roſſe at Lnnf a- 
man, tothe next Aſſembly , Seſſ. Ult. RE 

ACt Ordaining the Presbyterie ot Elgin to proceed againſt maſter 
Thomas Gilzeam and Fohn Gordon. Ib. 

Ref. maſter Frances Omey to the Provinciall of Perth, Ib. 

Refuſall of maſter George Hannaes deſire, and his cenſure for his 
miſcarriage. Ib. 

Recom. in tavours of his wife and children. 

Recom. concerning the Kirk of Mordinezton, to the viſitation of 
Dunce and Chirnfide. Ib. | 
Recom. tothe Provinces of Aberdeen, Angus and Murray to ſup- 
ply the vaiking Kirks in Badinoch, Lochaber, ec. reſpectively in 

their own bounds. Ib. 

oy” of Sir Lachlean Mackean tothe Commilsion for publick af- 
airs. Ib. 

Ordinance for the Presbyterie of Sky to proceed with Excommus- 
nication againſt Mr. Lachlane Fraſer. Ib. 

Ref. Concerning the particulars given in by maſter Fatnes More- 
on 3gainſt the Presbyterie of Kirwall to the viſitation of Roſſe 
and (aithnes. Ib. 

Renovation of the Commiſsion of the preceding Aſſembly 
in Seſſ. 26. concerning Witchcraft, Ib. 

Recommendation maſter Alexander Mackeay to Presbyteries and 
Univerſities for a Burſar, and particularly to the Presbyterie of 
Edinburgh. Ib. 

A& concerning the tryall of maſter 77:U/;iam Home and citing of 

 Witneſles. Ib. 

Com- 
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Commiſsion ro Mr. Fohn Prinzill and Mr. Fohn Strachon to 
examine Witnefles in that matter. Ib. 

Recom. to the Commiſsioners of the Presbyterie of Glaſgow 
for ſending to the Clerk an exa& report of the condition of 
their Kirks , with their proviſions, che extent of Paroches, 
and number of Parochiners. 76. 

A& Ex intimating the Viſitation of Dance and Chirn- 
fide. Ib. 


Recommendation Maſter YYill;am Dowglas to the Committee 
of Eſtates. Ib. 


